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JASON INGRAM, ANDREW LAWSON 


editors: letter 


I often think that a good garden has a lot in 
common with a good film: apart from being 

a visual treat and life-enhancing in some way, 
the truly great ones always manage to transcend 
time and linger long in the memory, invariably 
demanding numerous viewings. Rousham in 
Oxfordshire is just such a garden and one that 

I am drawn back to time and again and always 


find utterly enchanting. Unsurprisingly, 
numerous leading designers and landscape architects refer to it as their 
favourite garden, so when Andrew Lawson sent us these wonderful images 
we decided to take an in-depth look at just why this 18th-century garden 
continues to inspire. Making a garden look good at this time of year can 


be a challenge so to help you choose the best plants for winter interest, Pessicaria orientalis 's opit’ot Sata @iiias Us Ugt> am 


for plants to grow from seed, page 74. “ar 


nurserywoman Derry Watkins offers her insights into those that are * 
beautiful enough to draw you into the garden whatever the weather. If, 

like me, youre assessing this year’s successes and failures and planning what 
to plant next year, now is the perfect time to get to grips with all those seed 
catalogues and make definitive lists. I’m delighted that award-winning 
designer Sarah Price allows us a sneak peek into what she’s planning to 
grow next year. Another very talented designer, Kristy Ramage, shows us 
how to create some magical, nature-inspired decorations for front doors to 
ensure your festive season gets off to a good start. Wishing each of youa 
very happy and memorable Christmas. I hope you enjoy the issue. 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 


on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com BEES To es 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY ALYS FOWLER 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. 


The Rill is one’of the many elements that ae 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ make Rousham’so special, page 48. 
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DAN PEARSON 
Garden designer, 
plantsman and 
columnist. 
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December plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins 
chooses star plants to brighten your garden as 
autumn gives way to winter 

Making an entrance Create a warm welcome 
for guests this Christmas by making these 
stylish wreaths and door decorations 

Plant profile: birch Silver birch is one of the 
UK’s most popular trees, but as Christina Jones 
discovers there is far more to this genus 
Planting planner Start planning next year’s 
garden now with leading designer Sarah Price's 
expert advice on what to grow from seed 
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34 


Two-part harmony When James Williams 
bought Manor Farm he didn't realise his garden 
came complete with the advice of its previous 
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owner Min Wood, but this unexpected 
partnership has created a remarkable garden 
Simply the best Its 18th-century gardens 
continue to inspire the leading names in garden 
design. Tim Richardson discovers what makes 
William Kent's Arcadian masterpiece at 
Rousham so special for so many designers 
Delicacy in the details With an artist’s eye for 
detail, Helga Crouch has created a stunning 
garden to inspire her beautiful botanical 
paintings — in winter it is the harmonious use 
of green that makes her plot stand out 
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66 
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Who's who Garden designer Andy Sturgeon 
takes time out from his busy schedule to 
discuss his work and career 

Trad’s choice The wine critic and garden diarist 
Hugh Johnson reveals the gardening books that 


ANDREW LAWSON, HOWARD RICE, LYNN KEDDIE, BRITT WILLOUGHBY DYER 


have inspired his love of horticulture and helped 
shape his own garden writing 

114 Lost for words Unaccustomed as he is to public 
speaking, Frank has agreed to give a talk at the 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Festival in April. Let's 
just hope he's not rendered speechless 


Design 


83 Design update The latest projects and events, 
including a prize-winning garden from Adam 
Woodruff + Associates and a new collaboration 
between Zandra Rhodes and Joe Swift 

88 Design ideas: green walls Vertical planting can 
look impressive and make use of every inch of 
garden space. Annie Guilfoyle discusses the 
options and offers technical advice 

93 Design sourcebook Winter is coming. Find 
somewhere stylish to pile up your logs from 
our selection of wood stores 
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take out a digital 
subscription to 


see page 32 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in What's happening this month, including 
anew home for Les Journées des Plantes 
All | want for Christmas Solve all your 
Christmas shopping headaches with our 
great gift ideas for keen gardeners 

Urban gardener Jojo Tulloh salutes the 
creativeness of her fellow allotmenteers 
Gardening talent Meet head gardener and 
blogger Benjamin William Pope 
Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books Our favourite books of 2014 

The bumper Christmas prize crossword 
Stockists and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in January 


* Find out who will be 
appearing at the first 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Festival and how to book 
your tickets — see page 8 


* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital 


edition — see page 32 
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Painted & Finished 


ZA on 


Posh Sheds are different. We design and build wooden 
sheds of the highest quality. Offering both a set range 
and bespoke design service, our sheds are built to last, 
extremely functional and above all look superb. 


@ 01544 387101 
www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Is it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


HUGH JOHNSON 


Hugh is equally well known 

for his writing on wine and 
gardening. He directed the 
RHS magazine The Garden 

for many years and has been 
writing his regular Tradescant’s 
Diary (tradsdiary.com) for 40 
years. On page 95 he chooses 
his favourite gardening books. 


“What do | look for in my books? Honest observation, clear 
writing, style (which includes wit) — and wisdom.” 
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SARAH PRICE 

Sarah is one of the UK’s most 
sought-after garden designers 
whose designs for London's 
Olympic Park reflect her 
painterly approach to planting. 
She's currently creating her own 
garden in Monmouthshire, and 
on page 74 recommends the 
best plants to grow from seed. 


“It's so liberating to grow plants from seed, the creative possibilities 
are endless, and the results are often unexpected and beautiful.” 


CHRISTINA JONES 


Christina's long-term passion for 
nature has rewarded her in many 
and varied ways; she's slogged 
through cypress swamps, made 
tribal sacrifices to forest gods, 
and been rendered speechless 
by achance encounter with a 
bluebell wood. On page 58 she 
chooses 21 of the best birches. 


“Being introduced to so many unusual variations of birch at Stone 
Lane Gardens was an enchanting experience I'll never forget.” 


HOWARD RICE 

Howard's passion for gardening 
began at a young age. Today 

he is one of UK's leading 
garden photographers 

whose photographs appear 

in numerous international 
gardening magazines. You 

can see his images of Helga 
Crouch's garden on page 68. 


“A deep love of nature, strong sense of place and an artist's eye 
came together in Helga’s plot to create garden magic.” 
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The best of both worlds... hile Coffage 


Greenhouses 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


Each of our bespoke Victorian greenhouses is produced 
to suit our client’s individual requirements. Our authentic 
designs reflect the classic glasshouses of the period... 


for a free estimate please call 01270 753 826 
or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 
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Join us at our exciting new Festival to celebrate gardens, gardening, 
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plants and design. 17-18 April 2015, Malmesbury, Wiltshire 


Taking place in the Cotswold market town of 
Malmesbury, the new GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Festival will offer a fascinating programme of 


talks from leading experts and gardening VIPs. 


There'll also be photography and garden art 
workshops, and readings from GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED’s regular columnist Frank Ronan. 


In the grounds of Malmesbury’s sacred 
Abbey Cloister Gardens you'll find a beautiful, 
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traditional marquee, with a selection of 
exhibitors chosen from our favourite 
nurseries and suppliers of beautiful 
garden products. Plus freshly made 
teas, coffees and lunches will be served. 

And while youre in Malmesbury, don’t 
miss a visit to Abbey House Gardens with its 
formal knot gardens, woodland, riverside 
walks and spectacular tulip displays. 


Stuart-Smith {Sara 


Full details of all events and how to book can be found at 


gardensfestival.com 
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Price equivalent to _ 


“FREE - 
DELIVERY : 


USUALLY , 
£7.99 


ROKON 


MVIGNON BLAN 


Don’t miss these top-of-the-range classics from tropical fruit-scented Brent Stone. Another wine of star quality is 
New Zealand’s finest Sauvignon producers, lead by our exclusive Sunday Bay from the winner of ‘Best International 
legendary Cloudy Bay. Order the case today to enjoy Sauvignon’ at the world’s largest wine show. To round off, we 
them for an average price of only £4+2-49 £7.99 a bottle. present the delicious Split Rock from the pioneering Seifried family. 
The most coveted of all, Cloudy Bay is a Sauvignon These wines are hard to find, so grab them while you can. 
of world-class brilliance. But it is not alone. The equally regal Beat the festive season rush and order now for £449:89 
Hunter’s has been scooping top awards for decades. £95.88 and enjoy free delivery (usually £7.99) to your door. 


Alongside you've the lime-fresh Roroa and newly released, 


ORDER TODAY! 
ORDER ONLINE AT laithwaites.co.uk/gardens orca, O3330 148 188 


PLEASE QUOTE THE OFFERCODE: —a@/y) 8.30am to 9pm Monday to Friday — 9am to 8pm Saturday — 9am to 6pm Sunday 


OUR GUARANTEE 
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IF YOU’RE NOT HAPPY WITH A BOTTLE, YOU DON’T PAY FOR IT Mod hod ek tony Latiuete 


Offer valid for new customers, one case only per household while stocks last. No further discount or voucher can be applied. Purchasers must be 18 years or over. Delivery is free with this offer (usually £7.99). Offer ends = : . H 0 p § 
31st December 2014. Orders will be delivered within 3 working days (delivery to NI and the Scottish Highlands may take a few days longer). You can track your order online at laithwaites.co.uk or call 03330 148 198 (cs Institute of 
(excl. Channel Islands), Items are offered at the price and quantity stated here: if you wish to order different quantities, please call us for prices and availability. If a wine is out of stock, any replacement supplied will be of Customer Service 

equal or higher value. Calls to 03 numbers operated by Laithwaite’s Wine cost the same as calling an 01 or 02 number, where calls to 01 or 02 number are part of any “inclusive” minutes (on mobile or landline), calls to SAFE HOME 
this number will also be included. The price of calls may vary with other operators. Direct Wines Ltd, New Aquitaine House, Exeter Way, Reading RG7 4PL supplies wines to Laithwaite's and will use information about you ORDERING 
to make offers based on your wine preferences. This information may be shared with other companies within the Direct Wines group. We occasionally make names and addresses (but not email addresses) available to PROTECTION 
companies whose products or services may interest you. If you do not wish to receive such offers, please call us on 03330 148 198 or write to us at Laithwaite’s at the address above. Visit laithwaites.co.uk/terms for full s SCHEME 
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Quince may be a ‘forgotten fruit’ but 


you can enjoy our delicious reminder 


Sometimes referred to as the ‘forgotten 


fruit’, the beautifully scented quince has 


been cultivated here at Tiptree for over a 


century. Today they are grown, hand-picked 


and cooked here in small batches to produce a 
superb conserve with a rich sweet flavour and 
pleasing pear-like texture. Try some today and 


enjoy our delicious reminder of the quince. 


Se 


The preserve of good taste 


WILKIN & SONS LIMITED TIPTREE 


COLCHESTER 


ESSEX CO5 ORF WWW.TIPTREE.COM 


THE NATIONAL TRUST PHOTOLIBRARY / ALAMY 


What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 


GARDENS TO VISIT, 


Winter wonderlands 


Winter, may not seem the obvious season to explore new 
gardens; but aside from allowing you to avoid the summer 
crowds; it’s the perfect time to appreciate the structure of 
really good gardens and pick up ideas. Bodnant Garden 
(pictured), in north Wales, is proof that winter gardens don't 
need to be devoid of scent or colour. Its Winter Garden, which 
opened two years ago, has fragrant winter-flowering 


NEWS COMPILED BY JULIET GILES 


ca 


honeysuckle and daphnes, and fiery orange’ Cornus sanguinea ~ 
to brighten the coldest of winter days. Anglesey Abbey in 
Cambridgeshire also has an outstanding Winter Garden, 
designed to provide both colour and scent, and beautiful 

walks, through brightly coloured dogwood. Perfect for blowing 
away those post-Christmas cobwebs. Find details of these and 
other National Trust gardens to visit at nationaltrust.org.uk 
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The only swing & bench maker 
licensed by the RHS 


BY APPOINTMENT 
TO HRH THE 
PRINCE OF WALES 
SUPPLIER OF 
TERRACOTTA POTS 
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POTS *AND ¢ PITHOI 
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ESTABLISHED 1985 


A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF GIFTS, 
CERAMICS, KILIMS & RUGS, FOOD & MORE 


See 
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CORNUCOPIA 


FROM NOV 8TH. FESTIVE SHOPPING ONLINE OR VISIT 
US FOR COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE WITH FREE PARKING: 
SEASONAL SUNDAY WITH MULLED WINE ON DEC 7TH 


Buy Online: www.potsandpithoi.com 
The Barns, East Street, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 
Tel: 01342 714793 Email: info@potsandpithoi.com 


£1,999 
including delivery, 
assembly & VAT 


Harmony.Fan Back Swing Seat 


--”) Available as 2 or 3 seater, painted in'y 
© Farrow & Ball’s French Gray or Mizzle 


Delivery 


In stock for 


Exclusive handcrafted wooden swing seats 
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CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 
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Rural Workwear & Accessories. 
Handmadeésin Norfolk, England. 
www. carrivercompany.co.uk 

+44 .(0)1328 820699 

Church Farm ‘House, Wighton, Norfolk, 
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LABOUR SAVER 


X Factor 


If watering the garden seems like an endless struggle to 
untangle hosepipe kinks, the new X Hose Pro could be 
the answer. Although lightweight and compact, the 
tough inner hose expands up to three times its length 
when filled with water and contracts just as quickly as 
soon as the water drains out. It comes in two sizes of 

25 or 50 feet, with universal fittings in brass, and prices 
start at £29.99. Tel O800 883 0314, officialxhose.co.uk 


GARDEN COURSE 
Kitchen garden masterclass 


Learn the secrets to kitchen garden success on a new 
course with garden designer Arne Maynard. Based at 
Allt-y-bela, his home in rural Monmouthshire, the 
course is run over eight separate days through the year 
from February to September 2015. The course allows 


3 you to become familiar with every aspect of productive 


growing and to see how the initial planning, soil 
preparation, early propagation and crop selection 
comes to fruition as the seasons progress. You'll be 
taught by organic vegetable growing expert James Clapp 
(who has previously gardened for Riverford), with Arne 
joining the course on some of the days. You'll also visit 
other key kitchen gardens. £1,560 in total. Full details 
and booking 020 7689 8100, arnemaynard.com 


dig in news 


, Dianthus barbatus x 


chinensis ‘Kensington Mix’. 
i . 


Ammi visnaga ‘Green Mist’. la papillosa ‘Delft Blue’ 


GROWING 


Seeds of change 


With seed catalogues now starting to drop through letterboxes almost as 
frequently as Christmas cards, it’s time to start planning what you're going to 
grow next year. New from Chiltern Seeds for 2015 are the lovely Ammi visnaga 
‘Green Mist’, with fine feathery foliage and beautiful domed umbels of tightly 
packed green-white flowers; the raspberry-ripple coloured Dianthus barbatus 

x chinensis ‘Kensington Mix’; and the dramatic Nigella papillosa ‘Delft Blue’, with 
exquisite purple-blue streaked flowers. Tel 01491 825675, chilternseeds.co.uk 


TOPSY TIDY 
Keep floors 
clear of muddy 
boots with this 
ingenious welly 
keeper. It holds 
a pair of wet 
wellies upside 
down to dry out 
and then folds back oe the wat when not in 
use. The Welly Keeper costs £9.95 from The Organic 
Gardening Catalogue, organiccatalogue.com 
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dig in news 


WINTER WARMERS 

Create a splash this winter with these funky, 
all-weather boots from Unikia. Perfect to slip 
on for the garden, they have a microfleece 
inner shoe to keep feet toasty, and an IceLock 
sole to help stop you slipping on icy mornings. 


Available in five colours, £44.95 from cuckooland.com 


PLANT FAIR 


Plus ca change... 


After 32 years in its home at Domaine de Courson, France’s 
premier plant fair, Les Journees des Plantes, is moving in 
2015 to the magnificent surroundings of the Domaine de 
Chantilly northwest of Paris. As usual, there will be two 
shows: one in spring (15-17 May 2015) and a second in 
autumn (16-18 October 2015), both offering the same 
wealth of excellent horticultural exhibitors in the beautiful 
setting of Chateau Chantilly’s jardin anglaise. 
domaine-de-courson.fr/domainedechantilly.com 


Diary 


Discover the perfect Christmas gift at the Great Dixter 
Christmas Fair. Choose from a range of fine goods from 
artists and local artisans with stalls in the medieval halls and 
barns of this most beautiful of gardens. 29-30 November, 
10am-4pm. £5. Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, East Sussex 
TN31 6PH. Tel 01797 252878, greatdixter.co.uk 


Find more than 1,000 Christmas trees — in heights from 
90cm to 4.2m. 13-14 December. Batsford Arboretum, 
Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9LA. 
Tel 01386 701441, batsarb.co.uk 
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Glow Wild at Wakehurst 


Enjoy alantern-led stroll through Kew’s award-winning 
country gardens at Wakehurst, West Sussex. The glittering, 
mile-long trail through the gardens of an Elizabethan 
mansion includes a stunning display of fire, light and incense 
and the chance to indulge in festive fare and listen to a 
seasonal choir beneath Britain’s biggest Christmas tree. 

4-7 December, 4.30-8.30pm. Family ticket, £20, Adult £8, 
Children, £4. Ardingly, Haywards Heath, Sussex RH17 6TN. 
Tel 01444 894066, kew.org 


Learn how to make your own beautiful Christmas wreathes 
at a one-day masterclass at the Garden Museum in London. 
With expert tuition from Rosemary Campbell-Preston, in 
association with Rhea Thierstein Studio. Materials included 
in the course price. 8 December, 10.15am-4pm. £125. 
Lambeth Palace Rd, London SE1 7LB. Tel 020 7401 8865, 
gardenmuseum.com 


Get into the Christmas spirit at the Chelsea Physic 
Garden's annual Christmas Fair. You'll find plenty of festive 
fare, and a host of gifts — from garden ware and jewellery 
to clothing and chocolates — at more than 90 stalls. 
29-30 November, £5. Chelsea Physic Garden, 66 Royal 
Hospital Road, London SW3 4HS. Tel 020 7352 5646, 
chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 
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DOMAINE DE CHANTILLY 


Transform your existing 
Staircase in just 45 hours 


—— no_mess * no fuss ® no building work 


Transforming your staircase into an 
exquisite handcrafted feature is a lot easier than 
you'd imagine. As specialists in home interiors for over 

25 years, Neville Johnson can renovate every part of your 
staircase, even replacing your stair carpet with hardwearing 
oak treads. In 1-2 days, with no structural building work 
and minimal re-decoration, we will create a stunning, 
handcrafted staircase that will add value to your home. 
Allin a style to suit you, your home and your budget. 


NO STAIRCASE TOO LARGE OR SMALL 


Whether you prefer traditional timber, glass or 
contemporary steel, we have a wide range to 
choose from. Whatever scale or style your project, 
you can be confident you will receive our utmost 
attention and with our flexible finance options 
you can also spread the cost? 


« Full project management 
= Typically installed in 1-2 days 
= Buy now pay in 12 months* 


« Wide choice of classic 
& contemporary styles 


» FREE design service 
=.Nationwide service 
= No structural work 
= 10-year guarantee 


Bi Rifles te \N 


CALL FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURE 
| OR A FREE DESIGN VISIT 


= 0161873 8333 


= Please quote code Y-GARI01 
nevillejohnsonstaircases.co.uk/ygari 


*Buy now pay in 12 months, finance offer is available on orders over £2 
Finance is subject to status, terms apply. 9.9% APR Represe! - 


NEVILLE JOHNSON 


DESIGN WITHOUT COMPROMISE 
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Get inspired for the season of goodwill 
with our gallery of gardening gifts — 
' treat a friend, loved one or yourself 


at ies 2 


ce Gf 2ACKGROUND PHOTOGRAPHS SEAN MALYON 
WORDS AND STYLING NIKI GOSS 


dig in shop front 


Below Herringbone log 
bag £28, Dibor. Right Tall 
perennials will benefit from 
this attractive grow-through 
Sidney Belle plant support in 
rusted steel, £26, Plant Belles. 
Far right Keep hands warm 
while working outside with we A a, a —— 
these cosy fingerless f 
sheepskin gloves £52, Celtic 
& Co. Bottom Give a feathered 
friend a stylish home with a 
Posh Bird Box, £35, in five 
standard paint colours, or 

£50 in bespoke paint colours, 
The Posh Shed Company. 
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Above Perfect for seed-sowing 

time, this cell tray tamper £4.95, 
and set of two cell tray trowels 
£8.95, are just the right size 
for filling seed trays, all from 
Burgon & Ball. Create a stylish 
and practical potting area with this 
zinc-topped Aldsworth Studio 
Table £500, Garden Trading. 


< 


Right Bone china mug with 
illustration by Eric Ravilious, £20, 
“Pentreath & Hall. Below This 
versatile,leather tool bag has 
areinforced metal insert so 
you can use it as a stool as well, 
£1,199, including five stainless designers Skagerak, £115, 
steel and cherry wood hand from Salcombe Trading. 


tools from Sneeboer. =x 2 = se , } ; Below Waterproof oilskin 
o t ‘4 ‘ apron with two large pockets 


=F) £68, Carrier Company. 
Bottom Keep tools close at 

‘ hand in the garden with this 
leather double tool holster, 
£28; these Okatsune Pro 
snips, £30, and Bakuma 
Hunter folding saw, £36, fit 
the holster perfectly. Leather 
trug, £299, all from Niwaki. 


0 eet 


Left Solid teak, glass and 
steel oil lantern by Danish 


eS Se er a 
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Above Small potted plants will look beautiful in these aged grey ribbed zinc planters £12.95 (medium size H 15cm 
x D 13cm max) and £29.95 (large size H 25cm x D 30cm max), Nordic House. Create a statement with this set of 

galvanised steel ‘Malmesbury’ planters in three sizes: small (H 37cm x D 33cm), medium (H 42cm x D 38cm) and 
large (H 47.5cm x D 42.5cm), each with carry handles for easy transportation, £120, Garden Trading. Right, top Keep 
a pair of weatherproof ‘Super Birki*navy clogs by the back door to slip on for a quick potter in the garden, £39.95, 
Birkenstock. Right, bottom A set of three ‘Trook’ wooden hooks create a rustic hanging area for tools, aprons 
etc, £28, Rowen & Wren. Miniature hanging glass bottle (top of large frame), £1, RE. 


Below Keep tender plants 
and seedlings protected 
from winter frosts with 
this Victorian lidded 
bronze lantern cloche 
£69.99, Crocus. Bake 

a quirky Christmas 

treat using these silicon 
flowerpot cake cases 
£6.99 for six, Lakeland. 
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Above, from top Your faithful friend ‘General Wooferton’ is a cast iron dog boot scraper, available in satin 
black or rustic brown, £24.99, Black Country Metalworks. Keep the whole family’s wellies neat and tidy with 
this oak boot rack, Choose any combination and number of tall and short uprights, and the base can be 
personalised with an engraving of your choice, from £215, The Oak and Rope Company. Treat cold toes to 

a pair of ‘Aiglentine’ fur lined wellingtons, £110, Aigle. This aluminium boot jack will make light work of 
removing tricky footwear, £17.50, RE. Antique zinc ‘Kiko’ picture frames (as seen on all pages) £3.95-£19.95 
each, Nkuku; larch cone decorations (left and far right) £4 each, RE. All other items in background are 

the stylist's own. For all stockist information see page 105. 
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Below Terracotta 
flowerpot cane toppers 
will smarten up your veg 
plot, £7.95 for five, Harrod 
Horticultural. Right This: 
three-quarter length, 
Driza-Bone wax coat, 
with hood and merino 
wool liner, keeps out 

even the worst weather 
so you stay warm and dry 
while working outdoors, 
£258.50, Webury. Far 
right A box of milk and 
white chocolate owls 
make a lovely stocking : 
filler, £4.25 for four, Bettys. ~ 


Le 


Left This stunning solid teak ‘Byron’ bene! 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor use and ~ 
would look equally at home in a boot room or 
hallway as outside on the terrace, £682, Rowen ‘ 
&Wren. Above Garden in style with these copper ra 
tools, which will develop a beautiful patina over 
time. ‘Maia’ dibber, ‘Mira’ trowel and “Vega” hand 2 
fork, £32 each, Implementations. : 
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Malus transitoria 
A grateful, spreading tree, which has such 
copious amounts of fine, white, fragrant 
blossom in spring — no more transitory than 
any-other crab apple — that it looks as if a white 
»clowd had alighted in the garden. Known as the 
cut-leaf crab apple, it makes a tracery 

of small leaves all summer that cast a delicate 
shade. The leaves turn bright yellow in autumn 
before they fall to reveal a myriad tiny, round, 
yellow crab apples, each the size of a pea. Too 
small to be worth picking for jelly, but very A j 
decorative and much loved by birds. AGM*# 


Height 4-8m. 

Growing conditions Sun‘orlight shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6\USDA at. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest Mayand October — November, 
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Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath 
specialplants.net 


Lupinus chamissonis 

This dwarf evergreen shrub is generally 
hardy — unless we get a really bad 
winter. It does, however, need sun 

and perfect drainage and only lives for 


four to five years. Fortunately, it is easy 
to grow from seeds or cuttings. Its fine 
silver leaves are so beautiful I would 
almost grow it just as a foliage plant. 

It is wonderful after rain, each leaf 
holding a single drop of water like 

a glittering drop of mercury. Then 

in June it has short, fat spikes of 
blue-purple lupin flowers making 

it utterly irresistible. 


Height 30-70cm. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 8a-10b. 

Origin California. 

Season of interest Year round. 


December plants 


In the last of her series, Derry Watkins chooses some 
favourite plants that help see the year out in style 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Erysimum Winter Orchid 

All perennial wallflowers are worth growing, 
blooming for months and months. Winter 
Orchid stands out from the rest because it 
comes into bloom in October and flowers 
sporadically throughout the winter 
culminating in an explosion of colour in 
early spring. The flowers are fragrant and 
larger than most wallflowers; copper-red 
when young, gradually turning purple so 
there’s an amazing array of colour. The 
plants are tidy, compact mounds. Like all 
perennial wallflowers it only lives a few 
years but cuttings root very easily. 


Height 25cm. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 8. 

Origin Bred in Germany. 

Season of interest October — May. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Telekia Speciosa 

A bit of a thug, but a handsome one. Its 
big leaves smother out any competition 
allowing it to conquer a large area. 
Branching 2m stems tipped with large, 


yellow daisies spray out in every direction 
all summer. The flowers have many thin 
petals, like a raggedy fringe around a flat, 
golden-orange centre, which eventually turn 
into handsome, dark-brown, disc-shaped 
seedheads. These seedheads on their 
branching stems stand all winter, gradually 
fading to buff as the birds peck them clean. 
Unusually for a daisy, it is happy in shade. 


Height 1.5-2m. 

Growing conditions Sun or shade, 

not too dry. 

Hardiness USDA 3. 

Origin Central Europe, Russia, Caucasus. 
Season of interest August — February. 
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Euphorbia characias 

Silver Swan (= ‘Wilcott’) 

[ve mixed feelings about variegated plants, 
often finding them exciting in prospect but 
too strident when I put them in the garden. 
This has a subtle, grey-green and white 
variegation, making rounded, evergreen 
mounds of a soothing mistiness. Adorned 
with matching green and white flowers in 
spring, they go with almost everything, 
flattering stronger colours and bolder 
shapes. Like all forms of E. characias they 
need to be replaced every few years. Cut the 
old flower spikes out with extreme care, the 
white sap causes blisters. AGM. 


Height 3m. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 7. 

Origin Mediterranean. 

Season of interest Year round. 


Fagus sylvatica 

The common beech is one of our 

great plants. It makes the most 

beautiful of trees if allowed to grow but 
accommodates itself happily to being 
clipped to shape. The young growth 
holds its leaves all winter, so hedges 
(which are constantly cut back forcing 
them to make young growth) hold their 
leaves really well. We have made a 
circular hedge of beech inside which is 
an empty space lined with gravel, a place 
to rest your eyes from the hurly-burly of 
flowers in the rest of the garden. AGM. 


Height Up to 50m as a tree, can be kept 


to 90cm if pruned annually. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4. 

Origin Europe. 

Season of interest Year round. 


Malus x robusta 

‘Red Sentinel’ 

Crab apples may be the perfect garden 

tree — not too big, not vulnerable to many 
problems and good for pollinating other 
apples. Most have a profusion of fragrant, 
white flowers from pink buds in spring, 
attractive autumn colour and shiny red fruit, 
which is good for wildlife and for making 
jellies. These crab apples are the reddest 
fruit, ignored by the birds until well after 
Christmas. They stand out brilliantly against 
a blue sky or peek out from under a mantle 
of snow almost like cherries in winter. AGM. 


Height 5-7m. 

Growing conditions Sun, good soil. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4. 

Origin Bred in 1950s from two Asian species. 
Season of interest April — May 

and October — January. 
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Derry s lore 


Derry shares her six 
golden rules of garden 
care to help you make 
the most of your garden 
in the coming year. 


The Chelsea chop. 

In late spring most 
herbaceous plants benefit 
from being cut back by one 
third to one half. Do a few the 
first year and see what you 
think. Generally, they will be 
shorter, bushier more 
floriferous and less in need 
of staking. They will probably 
bloom a week or two later 
and on some plants the 
flowers will be a bit smaller. 
Try a partial Chelsea chop, 


RICHARD BLOOM / GAP PHOTOS 
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the Chelsea Chop. 


cutting just some of the 
stems on each plant so 
you stagger the blooming 
and encourage more 
sideshoots lower down to 
support the taller stems. 
In autumn think hard 
about your garden and 
write down changes you 
want to make. Don't get 
carried away by spring 
madness and just throw in 
all the pretty plants you 
were tempted into buying. 


JOHN GLOVER / ALAMY 


Plan your garden 
in late autumn. 


Acer griseum 

Known as the paperbark maple because 
its beautiful, red-brown bark peels off in 
thin, paper-like curls to reveal the paler 
rosy-brown bark beneath. When the 
evening sun shines through the peeling 
bark the whole trunk seems to light up. It 
is a slender, slow-growing tree whose little 
leaves cast only light shade allowing other 
plants to grow well underneath it. In 
autumn the leaves turn orange and red, 
colouring better in sun. Beautiful as a 
specimen tree on its own or lined up where 
the evening sun can catch the bark. AGM. 


Height 5-10m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
not too dry. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest Year round. 


Keep florist’s scissors 

on you at all times. 
Small, strong, florist’s 
scissors are more useful 
than secateurs and can do 
most of the same jobs other 
than tree pruning. And they 
are my best weeding tool 
because they are always to 
hand. If you keep the points 
together you can get under 
the roots of any weed and 
neatly fork it out. Particularly 
good for dandelions. 


Keep florist’s 
Saaocissors to hand. 
SQ SS - 


JO WHITWORTH / GAP PHOTOS 


Abelia x grandiflora 

‘Lake Maggiore’ 

A glorious, late-summer, flowering shrub, 
smothered in flowers in August, September 
and October. The white flowers are so 
numerous they weigh the branches down. 
By November the flowers have fallen but 
the red bracts remain, keeping the show 
going almost until Christmas. It has small, 
glossy, more-or-less evergreen leaves and 
reddish stems. Allowed to grow freely, it will 
become a large, gracefully arching mound, 
but I cut out all the new long stems to keep 
it more compact and floriferous. 


Height 3m. 

Growing conditions Sun, shelter. 
Hardiness USDA 5. 

Origin Bred in Italy in 1886 from two 
Chinese species. 

Season of interest July —- November. 


Feel free to throw 
plants away. The 
compost heap is a fine 
place for any plant you 
are bored with. Don’t inflict 
boring plants on your 
friends, they probably 
don't want them either. 
Give plants room to 
breathe. Sun and air 
are more important than any 
artificial fertiliser, which 
shouldn't be overdone. 
Compost, compost and 


STEFFEN HAUSER / BOTANIKFOTO / ALAMY 


Throw away any 
unwanted plants. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Glycyrrhiza yunnanensis 

A close cousin of liquorice (Glycyrrhiza 
glabra), Glycyrrhiza yunnanensis is rather 
boring in summer with dull, little, pale- 
purple flowers on willowy stems. But in 
autumn as the seedheads develop it’s 
another story. The seedpods are almost 
as big as plums, bristly, with pointed 
facets like intricate sculptures. They 
gradually turn shades of purple and 
bronze and rust. They will stand, 
rattling slightly in the wind, through 
most of the winter. If you cut them 

you can bring them inside as rather 
eccentric dried flowers. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness USDA 8. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest October — January. 


more compost is the answer 
to everything. Adding three 
or four inches of compost 
every year will improve any 
soil. Mulch as much as 
possible and don't dig. Let 
the worms do the digging. 
Less is more. For me 
this is the hardest rule, 
and my husband's annoying 
mantra. But he is right. It 
is almost always better to 
have fewer varieties, and 
more of each one. 
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DAVID AUSTIN® 


Plant roses now for glorious blooms next summer 


Charlotte £16.50 
Exquisite, cupped flowers. Tea scent. 


Scarborough Fair £16.50 
Pretty, semi-double blooms. Musky scent. 


Darcey Bussell £16.50 
Beautiful rosette blooms. Fruity scent. 


Lady of Shalott £16.50 
Chalice-shaped blooms. Spicy tea scent. 


Gertrude Jekyll £16.50 
Classic rosettes. Strong Old Rose fragrance. 


Lichfield Angel £16.50 
Neat rosettes. Light spicy fragrance. 


ABOUT OUR ROSES 


David Austin’s English Roses combine the 
delicate charm and wonderful fragrances of 
the old roses with the wider colour range 
and repeat-flowering nature of modern 
roses. Their graceful, shrubby habits make 
them ideal for mixed borders, planting in 
arge containers or for creating any kind of 
rose garden. They are renowned for their 
outstanding health, reliability and vigour. 


15% OFF 


every time you shop 
with us before 
January 12", 2015. 


‘Terms & Conditions: This 
us to find out more about p 
offer cannot be used in conju 
offer or redeemed at any of our garden centre stockists. Excludes gift 
vouchers. Offer applies while stocks last. 


How To SHOP 
ONLINE 


www.davidaustinroses.com 


BY PHONE 
01902 376300 


Please quote offer code GT25 


urban gardener 


Shed heaven 


At the site of Jojo's east London allotment, the sheds are as 
bright and individual as the gardeners who inhabit them and all are 
used for much more than simply storing pots and tools 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


Allotments have an unwritten rule: each plot 
must have a shed and every shed must be 
different. Each one’s individuality attesting 
to the fact that it is much more than a place 
to keep tools. They are a place to shelter, to 
escape to, an outside room of one’s own. 

As the vegetation on our site withers, the 
skeletons of the plots emerge and the sheds 
stand out in all their ramshackle glory. On 
our allotments in Leyton, east London, with 
its mixture of Turkish, Portuguese, West 
Indian and English gardeners, there is a 


general trend for sheds with an open-sided 
extension, many of them with vines trained 
over the roof. Although strictly speaking 
illegal (the tenancy agreement stipulates that 
sheds be no more than 2m x 2m x 2m), 
this large covered area is a space for 
mismatched seats, benches, tables and quite 
often a day bed. On summer days small 
groups gather in the shade to sit on benches 
and drink glasses of dark, sweet tea. 

My neighbours (three Turkish women 
who garden collectively) have a bedroom- 


sized shed with a covered area, complete 
with built-in bench with a mirror and dried 
rocket plants, saved for seed, hung on the 
wall. A vine drips down over the covered 
pathway. On warm days, around lunchtime, 
they spread out an old, brown curtain on 
the floor, then gather onion tops, sorrel, 
rocket and mustard leaves, which they wash 
and arrange on a large platter. Alongside 
they have boiled eggs, a crumbled white 
goat’s cheese and Turkish flat breads 
sprinkled with nigella seeds. The previous [> 
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urban gardener 


“T marvel at how many ways there are to make a 
garden. There are raised beds edged in corrugated 
metal or concrete roofing tiles, while sea buckthorn 


and willow make for imaginative boundaries” 


[> plot holder, Makbala, used to go one better and cook her circular flat breads on 
a thin, iron dome over a small fire pit behind the shed. 

Alongside is my much smaller construction made from wood scavenged from 
skips and the nearby municipal dump. It has a small, porch to one side made from 
corrugated plastic. Originally designed as a kind of greenhouse, it has ended up as 


a place to keep plastic plots, dry seeds, onions and garlic, and grow a large bramble. 


The original shed door was from an outside toilet (there were ventilation holes 
drilled across the top). We painted it blue and my sister sketched rows of parrots 
in emulsion. Twelve years on the planks began to fall forward like rotten teeth. 
The new door (made of chipboard and painted bright blue) is far less dainty but 
this time for good luck I got my children to paint ancient fertility symbols — a 
moon, sun and large drops of rain — across the front. 

One of the best things about gardening communally is the chance to see how 
everyone else does it. On a neighbouring allotment, sheds are made from every 
kind of salvaged material. One has walls made from decades-old, hand-painted 
advertising hoardings; another is built from planks weathered to a subtle faded 
pink distemper. Brambles cascade across the roof and earlier in the year a riotous 
perennial pea scrambled alongside the path. On another plot a door marked 
‘Gents’ bisects a fence. Some sheds are as neat as a pin with everything labelled; 
in front of another, old metal shelving units lean and sag with the weight of old 
paint pots and plastic bottles. A bit further along, two child-sized, painted hand 
prints on a shed door remind me that this plot once belonged to a friend who 
has long since moved to the country. 

I marvel at how many ways there are to make a garden. There are raised beds 
edged in corrugated metal, scaffolding planks, sleepers or concrete roofing tiles. 
Miniature beds made from small wooden boxes and filled with onions. Borders 
are marked with step-over apples that bend sideways while sea buckthorn and 
willow make for imaginative natural boundaries. Plants are protected by orange 
plastic webbing, green mesh, bamboo or wrapped round in horticultural fleece. 
Paths are equally various, there is the inevitable carpet, slimy with mud; a crazy 
paving of terracotta shards; a path made from pebbles gleaned from the soil and 
my own cockleshell divisions, as well as woodchip and slabs of terracotta and 
concrete paving. Some plots are raised in tiers. One has a narrow strip of tufa 
rock scrambling up alongside steps to a blue-painted pergola and shed, alongside 
which grow cardoons and figs. The thistle-like, purple flower a good contrast 
to the fig’s large, green leaves. 

One of my favourite plots has a small terrace made from pallets with a simple 
bench, shaded by a vine, built beneath, the beds leading up to it edged in purple 
orache. Turning the corner I find a large and very ancient apple tree beneath 
which sits a bench with elegantly turned legs disappearing into the long grass. 

A place to sit as well as work seems vital. I vow to make my own green shade 


more extensive. Reverie is an essential part of gardening. 
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Two pumpkin purées 


Use up your stored pumpkins by cooking them 

down slowly with a variety of aromatics — garlic, 
ginger, lemongrass — and use either as a purée 

or as a base for soup thinned with stock. 


SPICED PUMPKIN PUREE 

450g pumpkin, peeled and diced into 

small cubes, 1tbsp (heaped) panch phoron 
(see below), 2tbsp vegetable oil, 1 thumb 
ginger, peeled and finely grated, 1tsp amchoor 
(sour dried mango) powder or 2tbsp lemon 
juice, salt and black pepper 

Panch phoron is a Bengali blend of five spices: 
fennel, fenugreek, nigella, cumin and black 
mustard seeds. Prepare this in bulk, in advance, 
by mixing together 25g of each (whole) spice. 
Store in ajar until you're ready to use it. For the 
purée, heat the oil ina heavy pan. Add the spices 
and when they snap and pop, add the ginger and 
then the pumpkin. Stir well. Add a pinch of salt, 
cover and turn the heat down low. Slowly cook 
down to a purée stirring occasionally, if it’s 
catching add a little water. You may need to mash 
the pumpkin with a spoon to get a good smooth 
paste. Stir in the amchoor powder or lemon juice, 
and season to taste. Serve with chapatis and dahl. 


PUMPKIN AND GARLIC PUREE 

450g pumpkin peeled, seeded and cubed, 
1tbsp olive oil, 15g butter, 1 clove garlic 
(peeled and crushed), 1 shallot, peeled and 
finely chopped, 6 stalks of thyme tied ina 
bundle, good pinch of salt, black pepper 

Place the oil, butter, garlic and shallot ina 
heavy-bottomed pan over a medium heat. When 
the garlic begins to sizzle, add the pumpkin, salt 
and thyme. Stir well, cover and turn heat to low. 
Cook for 45 minutes, stirring vigorously towards 
the end to break down the pumpkin. Beat until 
smooth. Fish out the thyme stalks. Season to 
taste. Serve with roast chicken. 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
2015 dates at 2014 prices 


Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2015: 6 May, 20 May, 10 Jun, 9 Sep 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2015: 31 May, 5 July, 6 Sep 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2015: 12 May, 16 Jun, 7 Jul, 8 Sep 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2015: 30 April, 4 Jun, 17 Sep 


THE VENETO AND VERONA 
Visits to: Villa Pisani, Villa Emo, Villa Rizzardi 
2015: 3 Jun 


Royal 
Horticultural 
Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


A New Generation of Greenhouses 


Eden Halls Greenhouses Ltd | Cheltenham UK | T: 0800 772 0175 | www.julianagreenhouses.co.uk 


[TALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


e@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


e@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 


@ JULIANA’ 


The Tree | 
and Garden 


Gift Company 


The Tree and Garden Gift Company provides a unique and easy 
solution for choosing and planting trees, whether for yourself or 
a friend. 

You may be looking for the perfect Christmas or retirement 
present, a Christening gift or an original wedding list option. The 
Tree and Garden Gift Company provides all the inspiration, ideas 
and advice you will need for the ideal lifelong gift. However, 
what makes this service truly unique, is that having selected the 
perfect tree, The Tree and Garden Gift Company will then deliver 
and plant the tree. 

Advice is also available on the website to help with 
positioning, soil type and of course look, with a choice of trees 
up to 16 feet in height, the vast majority of which are UK grown. 

Trees make a beautiful and enduring gift so visit 
www.treeandgardengiftcompany.co.uk for a truly original 
present that grows and grows. 


HORTICULTURAL TOURS, 
PRIVATE VIEWS AND 
ii STUDY DAYS 


CICERONI Travel is a highly regarded 
: IC E RON | company founded by Tom Duncan, 

specialising in horticultural and fine 
TRAV E L art travel and related study days for 


groups and individuals 
SELECTED TOURS 2015 


AT THE CUTTING EDGE: DITCHLEY 
CONTEMPORARY GARDENS — THE INSPIRATION OF THE PAST 
OF IRELAND (INCLUDING ROUSHAM) 


19— 24 JULY 21-26 JULY 
WITH JIMI BLAKE WITH TOM DUNCAN 


MERCHANTS, POPES & FORTY SHADES OF GREEN! 


ENGLISH PEERS: SIENA & GARDENING IN IRELAND, 
THE ITALIAN GARDEN THEN & NOW 


16 — 20 MAY 18 MARCH 
WITH TOM DUNCAN WITH HELEN DILLON & TOM 
DUNCAN (STUDY DAY IN LONDON) 


PROSPERITY’S BOUNTY: 
LUCCA & THE RENAISSANCE 


To request a 
GARDEN brochure please 


22-26 MAY 
call 01869 811167, 
WITH TOM DUNCAN email or visit 


our website 


Helen Dillons Garden, Dublin 


+44 (0) 1869 811167 | info@ciceroni.co.uk | www.ciceroni.co.uk 


gardening talent 


Benjamin William Pope 


Taking inspiration from many places and from gardeners young and old, Benjamin wants 
to encourage us all to spend more time around plants and embrace the changing seasons 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest garden memory Creating a pond for tadpoles using 

my old plastic sledge. | collected stones and weeds from the nearby 
stream to create the ideal habitat. 

Horticultural heroes William Robinson, Gertrude Jekyll, Geoff 
Hamilton, Christopher Lloyd, the list goes on... But there are also 

many unsung heroes. There’s an elderly gentleman who lives a few 
villages away who's grown sweet peas for the past 30 years, showing, 
breeding and raising new cultivars. I've also recently heard about 

Cody Smith, an inspirational young lad who grows, shows and sells 

his own dahlias, donating 10 per cent of his profit to the RNLI. All these 
people have a love for the plants they grow. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Build on practical 
experience — being around plants, working with them and observing 
them will teach you so much. Be patient and organised. Try not to follow 
a calendar month, instead work with the changing seasons and weather 
conditions. Make notes and lists on what tasks you've completed, what 
you hope to achieve, and what's worked and what hasn't. Visit gardens 
and nurseries with others, for inspiration and discuss new ideas. 


Most valuable training | highly value the training | received at RHS 
Wisley, and working for Arabella Lennox-Boyd Landscape Design, where 
| honed my organisational skills and improved my plant knowledge. 
With whom would you like to have tea in the garden? | love all 
aspects of gardening, and the fact the garden is a place for productivity 
and exploration, as well as for sanctuary and relaxation. With that said, 
I'd have to throw a party and invite many different people: gardeners, 
artists, growers, chefs, designers, as well as friends and family. 
Favourite planting style Rather than a particular style, | tend to 

be more interested in the atmosphere that the planting creates. I’m 
interested in how planting relates to its surroundings, whether it’s 

old or modern, rural or urban, complementing or contrasting. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today To encourage 

future generations into the industry there needs to be a clearer 
understanding and appreciation of what it takes to be a skilled gardener. 
This recognition should begin from school age and work upwards. 
Contact details 

theworkinggarden.com 
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When James Williams bought the pretty Georgian Manor Farm in Wiltshire 
he was eager to put his horticultural stamp on Its charming garden. Little did he 
realise that the garden came with its former owner, Min Wood, attached 


WORDS CAMILLA SWIFT PHOTOGRAPHS LYNN KEDDIE 
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What Private garden sitting in stunning 
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Where The Deverills, Near Warminster, Wiltshire. 
Points of interest Two contrasting styles of 
gardening from owners) pastand present work 
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dulating hedges that mirrorsthe-ris@a 


rotected from the worst excesses 
of wind and frost by old walls and hedges, 
Manor Farm in Wiltshire is a handsome 
house and garden. Rustic gates lead from a 
semiformal garden with a canal, box balls, 
and herbaceous borders, to a sunken terrace 
surrounded by sinuously curving beds, filled 
with the dying fall of summer herbs, flowers 
and grasses, then on to a glorious, productive 
kitchen garden. An avenue of ornamental 
pear leads through a meadow to small groups 
of silver birch shining against a magnificently 
undulating hedge to fields beyond. Washed 
with a light powdery frost, everything glistens 
and sparkles in the low winter sun. 

Fourteen years ago James and Charlotte 
Williams, newly returned from Asia, bought 
the house from Martin ‘Mir’ Wood. And 
that’s where the story begins. 

Min had already created the bones of a 
wonderful garden, but James having plucked 
up some horticultural confidence wanted to 
put his own stamp on it, softening it, make it 
more romantic, whimsical, mysterious, but 
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still in keeping with its surroundings. He 
wanted “wild unstructured’, a touch of 
William Robinson — wild flowers coming in 
from the meadows. But above all he wanted 
his own version of Le Jardin Plume in 
Normandy — “pure artistry,” he says — which 
he’d been introduced to by Min. 

“Min has taught me so much about 
gardening,” says James. “He’s remained very 
involved in what we're doing here. Really this 
garden came with Min attached.” As if on cue 
Min appears and together they take me on 
the tour. Min, like James, is an untrained 
gardener. A retired barrister, he has become a 
profound, if eclectic, scholar of garden history 
and design. Aged eight, during Latin prep, he 
would read Saunders Encyclopedia of 
Gardening. “It was big and fat so people 
thought it was serious,” he says. He is hugely 
admiring of James. “Getting into horticulture 
has been a real challenge for James after all 
those years in the Far East, but he’s been very 
clever with this garden. It’s no longer an old 

Continued on page 40 [> 


Undulating hedges 

One of the most remarkable sights in this 
garden is the undulating tapestry hedges 
of intertwined beech and smoke bush 
that lead out from the garden into the wild 
flower meadows — planted by James seven 
years ago — beyond. Naturally both James 
and Min are quick to claim credit for this 
conceit. “Min’s undoubted masterpiece,” 
admits James. But, he adds: “They were 
still small when he left.” 

James added cotoneaster to the mix 
because its greyish foliage and orange 
berries works well with the beech. “Sheer 
brilliance,” says Min. Naturally, Min has kept 
an eye on them throughout. “Every year 
he gives me a hard time for cutting them 
wrong,” says James. Both agree they are 
now a wonderful structure, robust enough 
for children to picnic inside in summer, 
while wobbling satisfactorily when you 
push against them. James, however, has 
the last word: “| created the gate through 
them to the meadows.” 
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winter garden 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


Foeniculum vulgare 
When festooned with spider webs, trimmed by the 
hoar frost, the skeletal frames sparkle like crystals. 


Aster ‘Little Carlow’ (cordifolius hybrid) 
The seedheads provide food for birds and insects alike 
and gleam like fireflies in winter moonlight. AGM. 


Papaver somniferum 

Remarkable for the way it metamorphoses from 

bright blowsiness in summer to dignified 
architectural austerity in winter. 

Miscanthus sinensis 

Another shelter for insects in winter and James 

loves watching the drooping plumes wake up and 

shimmy in the low golden winter light. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 


[> buffer’s garden,” says Min. “This is now the 
developing garden of a relatively young man 


with immense enthusiasm. He’s learned by 
my mistakes, of course.” 

And there’s a third person in the mix. 
Acutely aware of his lack of horticultural 
knowledge, James approached garden 
designer Robin Williams to help him achieve 
his dream. “If you're going to rip a garden 
apart, you need to know what youre doing,” 
says James. “All those tricks, measurements, 
dimensions, perspective.” Robin, like all really 
good designers, was generous when James 
occasionally tweaked the planting plan. 
“Obviously his knowledge is stratospheric 
compared to mine,” says James. “The garden 
got right because of Robin.” 

Exploring the garden with Min and 
James, and accompanying parry of 
forthright opinions, is a lesson in itself. 
James’s homage to Le Jardin Plume, like its 
inspiration, sleeps in winter; icy seedheads 
on brittle, darkened stems, shadows of their 
summer selves, rise out from swaying 
bleached grasses, against a backdrop of walls, 
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charmingly topped with overlapping roof 
tiles. “That was entirely me,” says James, 
proudly, “I couldn’t find the proper caps.” 

Ina corner three standard lilacs stand like 
stacked, slightly sad coat hangers. “Not how 
they were meant to be at all,” says James. 
“Absolutely dreadful,” says Min. A knotted 
Pyrus arch leads to James’s favourite area, the 
kitchen garden, a formal range of framed, 
beds, crammed full of vegetables, nurtured 
by his wife Charlotte; then another rustic gate 
astonishingly encrusted with ladybirds. We go 
another way so as not to disturb them. 

In the opposite direction, lies pure 
Minism: rows of immaculate box balls 
bordering a canal. “James typically likes it 


Three standard lilacs 

stand like stacked, slightly 
sad coat hangers. “Not how 
they were meant to be at 
all,” says James. “Absolutely 
dreadful,” says Min 


overgrown, a complete jungle,” says Min. “I 
have yet to persuade him of the value of the 
miroir.’ But despite the mutual joshing, 
Min’s ordered structures and James’s soft 
unstructured planting work in perfect 
harmony to create a garden that delights 

as much in winter as in summer. 

As we leave Min spies a pretty, pale 
Puschkinia. To me he says: “Wrong place, 
that'll have to go.” To James he says: “May I 
suggest that after flowering you lift and 
replant the bulbs somewhere where you could 
enjoy them in spring. Generally, Iam a bit 
sniffy about spring bulbs in borders but 
puschkinas are honourable exceptions, and 
you might find a place where they would add 
a little charm when your herbaceous stuff is 
resting.” And so the banter continues. The 
horticultural harmony of this delightful 
garden is evidently in good hands. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
For information on garden designer, Robin 
Williams, visit robinwilliams.co.uk 


winter garden 


Winter structure 
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


Tangled thickets of Cornus in the herbaceous border 
defiantly create sharp bursts of winter colour. 


Rustic gates, all mace by David Seabourne 
(greenmanwoodcrafts.co.uk), echo the structural 
shapes of trees and plants that emerge in winter. 


Stripped of flowers and colour, the silhouettes of trees 
and cardoons create contrasting shapes and 
patterns that only become visible in winter. 


Pyrus grown over metal archways creates a 
stark, sculptural-like entrance to the kitchen garden. 
The garden's wall has been topped with upturned 
roof tiles and pineapple finials. 
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Seedhead wreath with nesting partridge 


Materials and tools* 


25cm wire wreath base, 20cm x 90cm chicken wire, moss, 120 Clematis 
vitalba (old man’s beard) seedheads, 22 ivy flowers, 12 mistletoe berry 
clusters, 1.2m ribbon, 2 x 2m green jute twine, 240 x 20cm-lengths box, 40 
x 12cm hazel twigs with catkins, 80 x 18cm stub wire, 13mm wide paper 
floristry tape, secateurs, 20 ash seedpods, 1 gladiolus seedhead, 2 ivy 
berries, twigs of various lengths, binding wire, glue stick and hot glue gun, 
5-6 x 80cm-1m (plus 9 thinner) larch branches, rose hips, panel pins 


To make 


1 To make the wreath use the chicken wire to form a flat-backed 
doughnut shape around the wire base. Secure with stub wire. 
Tightly stuff the cavity with moss. Cut clematis seedheads off the 
main stem, leaving stalks as long as possible. Push stalks into the 
moss as densely as possible. Add ivy flowers and mistletoe berries 
and tie a ribbon on the metal loop at the top. 


2 For the garland, use green paper floristry tape to secure bundles 
of box (3 stems per bundle) and include a hazel twig in half the 
bundles. Wire bundles on to the jute twine, alternating those with 
hazel, with those without, making sure to overlap to avoid gaps. 


3 For the bird, start with a 30cm twig and use stub wire to attach 
two thin 12cm twigs with branched ends for legs. Attach more twigs 
with glue and wrap with binding wire to form body. Glue bunches of 
ash seeds on to the body for feathers. Use a gladiolus seedhead for 
he bird's head, glue an ivy berry on each side for the eyes and a 
sliver of rose hip for the beak. Wire larch branches together in a‘V’ 
shape and attach to door with panel pins and wire. Weave smaller 
twigs at join to make a nest. Attach bird and dress with rose hips. 


*Quantities for natural materials are approximate, and given as a guideline only. 
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Artichoke wreath with bird and twig stars 


Materials and tools 


30cm wire wreath base, 12-15 dried artichoke heads, 2-3 sprigs dried 
Ruscus aculeatus (butcher’s broom), 20-30 Iris foetidissima berries, 
18cm stub wire (22 gauge); dried beech leaves, 1 gladiolus seedhead, 
2 ivy berries; 1 x 10cm twig, 2 thin twigs (approx 12cm long with 
branched ends); 6 butcher’s broom sprigs, 3 x 20cm lichen-covered 
twigs, 30cm length of 3mm ribbon, glue stick and hot glue gun 


To make 


1 Arrange the dried artichokes in size order and attach 
(starting with the largest at the bottom) to the wreath base 
with stub wire. Twist wire around a pair of dried butcher's 
broom leaves, leaving a tip of wire between the leaves to 
pierce an iris berry, and a long length of wire at the other end 
which you should use to attach the leaf and berry to the 
wreath in between the artichoke heads. 


2 Make up the bird as before. Use a 10cm twig as the base, 
wire on thin twiggy legs, and build up the body with dried 
leaves. Use a gladiolus seedhead for the bird’s head. With 
hot glue attach two butcher's broom leaves for wings and 
two ivy berries for eyes. Wire the completed bird on to the 
top of the wreath. 


3 Place three lichen-covered twigs across each other to 
form a star. Tie together at the centre with wire, leaving a 
long end for a loop to hang the stars up with. Add a spot 
of hot glue to the centre, and stick six sprays of butcher's 
broom leaves to radiate out between the twigs. Bind the 
centre with thin ribbon. 
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Succulents and sprigs wreath 


Materials and tools 


30cm wire wreath base, 1m x 25cm chicken wire, moss, top soil, 
blackberry leaves (especially the purple tinged ones), sage leaves, 
Vinca major leaves, sprigs of rosemary, Echeveria elegans rosettes, 
Sempervivum ‘Rubin’ rosettes, florist’s scissors or secateurs, 2 x 1.8m 
lengths tarred twine, florist’s wire, stub wire (24 gauge) cut to 7cm, 
26 x 20cm lengths yew, rosemary, ivy berries and leaves, 60cm x 
9mm ribbon and 40cm x 15mm ribbon, 30cm length shredded raffia 


To make 


1 Make the moss wreath as per page 43, but this time pack soil 

in beneath the top layer of moss, to give the Echeveria and 
Sempervivum rosettes something to grow into. Cut the individual 
rosettes off the succulent plants, leaving as long astem as 
possible. Arrange these around the wreath and tuck each stem 
firmly into the layer of soil and moss. Use a 7cm length of stub 
wire, bent in half, to pin around each stem and secure to the base. 
Fillin the gaps with sprigs of blackberry, sage, rosemary and 
Vinca major leaves, pushing the leaf stalks into the wreath and 
securing with florist’s wire as necessary. 


2 For the garland, prepare approx 26 bunches of yew, made up of 
two to three 20cm lengths. Wind florist's wire in a spiral down the 
length of each 1.8m tarred twine. Wire the bunches along the 
prepared twine (in one direction), overlapping them to avoid 
gaps. Wire together five longer bunches of yew, rosemary and ivy 
berries to form a fan shape. Fix to the door at the centre of the 
two long garlands, add ribbon and raffia then tweak the wired 
string into position. Spray wreath with water when dry. 


christmas decorations 


For stockists see page 105. 
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influential garden 


Designed by William Kent in the 18th century, the landscaped gardens at 
Rousham House in Oxfordshire continue to inspire leading design rs today. 


Garden historian and critic Tim Richardson finds out : 


WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW LAWSON: } 
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Hal Moggridge, landscape architect 


f someone were to ask you the question, 
‘What is the most influential garden in 
Britain? you would probably answer, 
correctly: Sissinghurst, with Hidcote a close 
second, and perhaps Great Dixter in the mix 
as well. But in recent years another name has 
loomed large in the minds of professionals 
and amateurs alike. That garden is Rousham. 

The name comes up constantly in any 
discussion of meaning in gardens and usually 
elicits a wistful little sigh from those familiar 
with it. More than any garden I know, it 
inspires in people the feeling that one has a 
personal relationship with the place — that it is 
yours, somehow. This arises from the fact that 
a visit to Rousham can be an intensely 
intimate experience. How surprising this 
seems, when there are so few flowers in the 
equation, this being an early 18th-century 
landscape garden that is in no way dependent 
on its horticultural glories. 

The garden was made for General James 
Dormer, a superannuated soldier who had 
fought with the Duke of Marlborough at 
Blenheim (where he was badly injured), was 
taken prisoner in Spain and commanded a 
brigade at Preston during the Jacobite rising 
of 1715. His soldiering over, he went into 
diplomatic service, but was sent home from 
a post in Lisbon having ‘gone to war’ with a 
British colleague. By the time he inherited 
the Oxfordshire estate from his brother in 
1737 he was probably heartily sick of > 
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The’broad swathe of lawn that - : 
forms the,bowling green in front of, te 


the house continues in a dramatic 
sweep down to the River Cherwell. 


Mature trees soar. into the 
sky evoking a sense of the drama 
beyond the kitchen garden walls. 
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influential garden 


célebrated-for the sculptural 
forms of carefully trained 
espalier fruit trees. 
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wonderful use of structure and colour. 


Arne Maynard, garden designer 


> public life. He appears to have poured all 
his efforts into the garden instead, asking 
William Kent, whom he knew through Lord 
Burlington of Chiswick, to redesign it. 

The first thing to say is that there was a fine 
garden at Rousham already, designed by 
Charles Bridgeman. William Kent retained 
the bones of Bridgeman’s design — turning an 
existing cascade into the Venus’s Vale, for 
example — but decisively altered the tone of 
the place. The garden sits poised above a 
relatively flat landscape, with the River 
Cherwell snaking its way obligingly through 
the scene, as the visitor experiences a sequence 
of glades and sculptural set-pieces of 
pulsating strangeness — one moment Gothic 
gloom, the next sun-dappled Arcady. 
Longhorn cattle animate the scene, much as 
they might in a Cuyp, Ruisdael or Constable 
painting, while architectural ‘eyecatchers’ in 
the distance do not so much give an 
impression of a demesne of great extent, but 
rather haul the landscape into the garden 
scene so that the Oxfordshire countryside 
takes on a quasi-mythical air, incorporating 
elements of the Roman campagna, olde 
England and even Arcadia itself. 

One of Kent’s finest decisions was not to 
add too much: the garden is neither 
overwrought nor over-stuffed, as others of 
this period are. The features Kent did include 
all have a strong role to play, from the savage 
opening salvo of the classical sculpture “Lion 
Attacking a Horse’ on the lawn, to the 
architectural quotation that is the Praeneste 
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arcade, to the pathos of the ‘Dying Gladiator 
sculpture that sits above it. (These sculptures 
may well be a reference to the general’s 
military career.) 

The key at Rousham is the palpable sense 
of magic, the idea that this garden really is 
peopled, somehow, with nymphs and 
presided over by the spirit of Pan and the 
other immortals, who pop up as statues in the 
corners of glades or along tree-shaded walks. 
The tone arises from Kent’s own mythic 
sensibility and his ability to impart it. Here 
was a man steeped in classical history, as so 
many were in the 18th century, but his 
learning was not dry or academic — he had 
received little formal education, being the son 
of a Bridlington coach painter. For Kent, the 
nymphs, swains, gods and goddesses of the 
classical world of myth were a living cast of 
characters whom he ‘met’ during his decade 
working in Italy. He went on to deploy them 
in the theatrical experiences that were his 
landscape gardens. 

Rousham is not quite everything people 
say it is, however. Among the words that 
come up repeatedly in any discussion of this 
garden are ‘authentic and ‘unchanged: It is 
true that it feels authentically unchanged, 
somehow preserved in the state it was in 
about 1750. But that is not factually correct, 
of course — how could it be? The truth is, 
much-loved features, such as the serpentine 
rill, are perhaps more of an interpolation 
than a restoration. We know, too, from the 
celebrated letter written by head gardener [> 


influential garden 


ote Is the most striking- 


thelwalled garden, witha <9 
-trained here te espaliered pear’ = 
h.ofits.walls. 


Kim Wilkie, landscape architect 


[> John MacClary to his absent employer 
(Dormer’s successors) that the garden in the 
mid 18th century was filled with flowering 
and scented shrubs — nothing like today’s 
predominantly ‘green garden’. Rousham at 
that time would also have been much 
thinner in terms of mature trees and general 
planting, with a lighter atmosphere. And a 
feature such as Venus’s Vale would have been 
kept up in a pristine manner — though it 
probably looks better than ever before in the 
decorously distressed condition it is in today. 

All this is not to say that the sense of 
authenticity at Rousham is fake or absent. 
But the impression arises not from inviolate 
history, rather from the sensibility of the 
current owners, the Cottrell-Dormers, who 
are direct descendants of the original family. 
They have maintained the garden with a light 
touch and present it to visitors in that way, 
too. It is the opposite approach to that of 
nearly all other historic gardens open to the 
public, which are for understandable reasons 
hell bent on cramming in as many visitors 
as possible, and feeding them and selling 
them a tea towel to boot. 

A visit to Rousham is not like a visit to any 
other English garden of comparable stature 
(with the possible exception of Rodmarton in 
Gloucestershire, which is also still in the hands 
of the family that made it). It is open to 
visitors every day of the year and costs just 
£5 per person, which charmed visitors put [> 
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The Praenéste is an arcade ostensibly, ~ -, 
based on afvanciént Roman feature; though: © 
Kent may have been influenced as much by 
a stable block designed by Inigo Jones. 
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The Octagon Pond is one of the areas in 
the garden when the visitor is propelled 
dramatically from darkness to light. 
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“Rousham is restful, spacious, time-worn and 
beautifully paced. Whatever season you visit, 
the garden always reveals something afresh. It 


and classical narrative, where anything seems 
possible. It has been hugely influential.” 


Dan Pearson, garden and landscape designer 


1 House - 17th-century Jacobean style 
2 Dovecote 

3 Walled garden area 

4 The bowling green with 

fine views over the river 
5 Egyptian pyramid 
6 Scheemaker’s copy of the classical 
statue: Lion Attacking a Horse 

7 Palladian gate and stone seat 

8 River Cherwell 

9 Semi-circle lawn 
10 Praeneste Terrace 
11 Dying Gladiator statue 
12 Octagon Pond 
13 Venus's Vale 
14 Rill 
15 Long Walk 
16 Cold Bath 
17 Statue of Apollo 
18 Temple of Echo 
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is a magical landscape, an exercise in restraint 


[> into an honesty box. Children under 15 are 
not allowed, but picnicking is, which has in 
the past made me contemplate dressing my 
boys in livery as picnic-servants. There is no 
gift shop or tea room and the lavatories are 
pleasingly old-fashioned. I have never met 
anyone who does not simply adore the way 
Rousham is presented to visitors. 

What I dread most for Rousham’s future is 
the dead hand of restoration. There are no 
plans for this now, but one never knows. We 
saw so many restorations in the 1980s and 
1990s, and the result is a number of gardens 
that have had their souls ripped out. We must 
hope this never happens to Rousham. To 
customise Alexander Pope’s maxim: ‘Consult 
the genius of the place in all. And if 
it ain't broke, don’t fix it? 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Rousham House and Garden, 
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX25 4QU. 

Tel 01869 347110. 

Website rousham.org 


READER EVENT 

Look out in future issues of GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED and on gardensillustrated.com 
for details of our reader event at Rousham. 


HANNAH McVICAR 
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WORDS CHRISTINA JONES P 


~Inlrief 


What A genus of broadleaf hardwood trees, 

comprised of approximately 60 species, with 

numerous cultivars available. in the,UK. 
Origins'Widely distributed throughout ~ 

the Northern Hemisphere, including 

North America, Europe, and Asia. 

Season Most have year-round appeal due to 

their characteristic bark and pleasing habit. 

Some have good‘autumn foliage. 

Size Most cultivated forms reach heights of 

pproximately.10-18 metres)#rowth rates vary. / 

- Conditions Among the most hardy of trees” 

zavailable: = Diages.2 are generally fairly-easy to 
Deas ably soe well: ‘drained » a 


GAP PHOTOS 


ELKE BORKOWSKI 


ER. 


Christina Jones 
is a horticulturist 
and freelance 
writer who has 
worked in the 
specimen tree 
industry for 
many years. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 


given where available. 


plant profile birch 


sk five nurserymen to name the tree 
A= is most often requested, and 

undoubtedly the answer will be our 
native silver birch, Betula pendula. It seems 
entirely appropriate that as a key woodland 
pioneer species, this tree should abound in 
the nation’s gardens. But let’s be honest. The 
environmental value is just happenstance; 
fellow pioneers such as alders and hazels don’t 
enjoy this sort of attention. It’s really about 
the bark, is’t it? That wonderfully tactile, 
peeling white bark. 

Most nurserymen will go on to name the 
second most popular tree as Betula utilis var. 
jacquemontii (pictured left), whose bark is the 
whitest of all in the Betula genus. In fact it 
could be argued that our native silver birch 
wins the popularity game through mistaken 
identity. Although known for having white 
bark, it has a duller more pitted surface than 
its ubiquitously planted platinum-blonde 
cousin. A good nurseryman will first clarify 
which of the two cultivars a client is really 
looking for; a passionate one will take the 
conversation further still, knowing B. utilis 
var. jacquemontii is something of a neophyte’s 
choice. Adventurous designers and gardeners 
are gradually disregarding this over-exposed 
celebrity in favour of more sophisticated 
variations, such as B. ‘Fascination’ and 
B. ermanii (pictured on page 62). But these 
are just two other fine birch in a genus that is 
far more varied than many people believe. 

With more than 60 known species, and 
numerous cultivars now widely available, 
Betula is anything but a one-dimensional 
blonde. Those with their heart set on having 
a pure-white tree are correct to insist upon 
B. utilis var. jacquemonitii, but even so, there 
are subtle variants to be considered. B. utilis 
var. jacquemontii ‘Grayswood Ghost’ (page 
60) has particularly good, glossy-green leaves; 
B. utilis var. jacquemontii Jermyns offers very 
long, showy catkins; and the pure white bark 
of B. utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Doorenbos’ 
(page 60) peels to briefly reveal a pale > 
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[> orange when freshly exposed. Those 
willing to explore the complex palette of 
pale birch are sure to be captivated by the 
multi-tonal, creamy-pink scrolls of B. 
ermanii (page 62); the smooth, peeling 
bark of B. albosinensis ‘Pink Champagne’; 
and the luminous blooming complexion 
of B. utilis ‘Forest Blush’ (see page 62). 

Not all members of the family go 
in for understated elegance, however. 
National Collection holder Stone Lane 
Gardens in Devon is propagating a range 
of cultivars all resplendent in their 
unapologetic ginger glory, including: 
B. utilis ‘Sichuan Red? B. utilis ‘Nepalese 
Orange’ (page 62), B. utilis ‘Bhutan 
Sienna’ (page 63) and B. albosinensis 
‘China Rose’. Then there are the brunettes. 
B. albosinensis may be widely known, but 
Stone Lane has some sultry new characters. 
I’ve never come across anything quite like 
the smooth, dark chocolate bark of B. utilis 
‘Park Wood (page 64), or the purple and 
orange-banded B. ermanii ‘Zao Purple’. 

But enough about the bark; the growth 
habits of this genus are equally attractive. 
The silver birch remains the people’s 
favourite — renowned for its semi-weeping, 
graceful silhouette and the dappled light 
it creates — however, for stately impact, 
B. ermanii and B. utilis are better choices, 
their neat crowns and stout trunks 
showcasing their characteristic bark to 
great effect. Others, such B. papyrifera (see 
right), its cultivar B. papyrifera ‘Belle Vue; 
and B. alleghaniensis are all vigorous and 
robust, producing woodlands with a fairy- 
tale quality when closely planted en masse. 

With so much to offer, why are birches 
not more widely appreciated? I expect the 
answer lies in their mousey appearance as 
saplings. With the telling exception of 
B. utilis var. jacquemonitii, birches seldom 
begin to develop their characteristic bark 
until they are at least 3m tall; obviously 
something of a handicap in the ruthless 
impulse-buy environment of the garden 
centre. Happily, the recent growth in the 
market for specimen trees has increased the 
options available. Given the opportunity to 
compete in their adult attire, birches are at 
last proving their market potential. Let us 
hope that their rising popularity will 
encourage the commercial production of 
a broader range and hopefully a much 
wider appreciation of the genus as a whole. 


* Christina's recommendations for birches 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Blonde bark 


B. UTILIS VAR. JACQUEMONTII 
‘GRAYSWOOD GHOST’ 

This is one of the starkest whites of all the 
B. utilis var. jacquemontii cultivars. Forms 
a medium-sized tree and has very glossy 
leaves. 9-15m. AGM*. USDA 4a-7bt. 
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Midian tits 


B. PUBESCENS 

Also known as a downy birch, this pale- 
barked species is similar in appearance to 
the silver birch, but is faster growing. It’s 
also very tolerant of inhospitable growing 
conditions. 14-20m. USDA 2a-9b. 


B. PAPYRIFERA 

Also known as a paper birch or canoe 
birch, this is a very robust, fast-growing 
white-barked species. Provides rich, golden 
autumn colour. Has a spreading crown. 
12-18m. USDA 4a-6b. 


B. UTILIS SUBSP. JACQUEMONTII 
‘DOORENBOS’ 

Aslender, fast-growing tree whose 
outstanding bark has orange-hued glints just 
below the pure-white, peeling surface. It forms 
a moderately spreading crown. 9-15m. 


plant profile birch 


ie! 
LBS MAN AGRAYSWOOD HILL’ 
A particularly lovely birch with 
‘; peeling, creamy-white bark and 
elongated lenticels. Dark; glossy 
green leaves turn a good butter-. 


yellow in autumn: Medium sized 
with a slender habit: 9-12m.AGM. 
RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 


Strawberry blondes 


B. ALBOSINENSIS ‘CHINA ROSE’ 

This Chinese red birch is an extremely 
elegant, very feminine, ginger-toned cultivar 
with dainty lenticel freckles and delicate 
foliage. With its lightly spreading crown, it’s 
areal show stopper. 9-15m. AGM. 


B. UTILIS ‘FOREST BLUSH’ 

Arare and extremely handsome cultivar of 
B. utilis. The bark, which takes two to three 
years to fully develop, is a lovely pale colour 
with hints of warm orange and rosy red that 
appear to almost glow. 9-15m. AGM. 


B. ERMANII 

A good alternative to the stark whites, ermanii 
has freely peeling bark with creamy, pink- 
orange tones. Has a stately habit, long catkins 
in late spring and golden autumn leaf colour. 
Extremely hardy. 12-18m. AGM. USDA 6a-9b. 


B. DAHURICA 

A highly unusual tree with fabulous, rough 
textured flaking bark; a real eye-catcher. When 
young the bark is smoother, but develops with 
age. Has a medium-spreading crown and 
excellent autumn leaf colour. 12-18m. 


B. UTILIS ‘NEPALESE ORANGE’ 

Cultivated by Stone Lane Gardens, this highly 
ornamental Himalayan birch has rich orange 
bark and prominent lenticels in horizontal 
bands. The smooth bark peels freely in sheets. 
Slender with a lightly spreading crown. 9-15m. 


B. PAPYRIFERA 

Less showy than its white cousins, but shares 
the same vigour. The papery, peeling bark 
has a ring-like pattern of lenticels. Forms a 
medium-spreading crown and has rich, 
yellow-orange autumn leaf colour. 12-18m. 


plant profile birch 


How to grow 

Birches are generally exceptionally 
hardy and relatively easy to grow in sun 
to light dappled shade, on most soils, 
dry or damp. B. alleghaniensis, 

B. dahurica and B. nigra are excellent 
choices for damp (but not waterlogged) 
soils, but site away from frost pockets 
and provide shelter from cold winds. 

B. papyrifera and B. pubescens are 
notably vigorous and robust, 
performing well on inhospitable sites. 
Planting in full sun may encourage 
production of betulin (the chalky white 
‘bloom that gives birch barks its unique 
appearance), though this is speculative. 
Cultivars valued for their bark colour 
can be gently pressure-washed to 
remove algae and lichen. 

B. albosinensis and its cultivars, 
although ultimately sizable trees, are 
slow growing enough to be treated as 
small-to-medium sized trees for most 
practical purposes. 


B. PAPYRIFERA ‘BELLE VUE’ B. ALLEGHANIENSIS ° ° 
; we Buying guide 
This robust cultivar of B. papyrifera has a North American species with rough texture —_ , 
: ; . ; Many of the characteristics of birch 
freely peeling bark that is more coarse and and unexpected metallic sheen, particularly : ; . 
: : : eee a don't show themselves in saplings, so 
pink-brown in colour than the species. The effective in winter sun. Slender and conical in 
oes : ‘ : you need to be very careful when 
golden yellow autumn foliage is long lasting shape, with good yellow autumn foliage. Also 


choosing your tree. If you're looking for 
precise, true-to-type features, then it is 
best to select from mature trees that 
already show that trait. However, if your 
budget doesn’t stretch to amature 
tree, or if you're looking for a rare 
cultivar, which may only be available as 
a sapling, then you need to buy from a 
reputable nurseryman and confirm the 


and it has a lightly spreading crown. 12-18m. known as yellow birch. 9-15m. USDA 2a-9b. 


trees were propagated from cuttings 
(which will ensure they are genetically 
identical to the mother tree). 

For broadscale planting of 
woodlands, buying saplings in bulk is 
likely to be the most practical option. 
Approach a reputable grower and 
enquire about propagation history, 
bearing in mind that in this case trees 
with a degree of genetic variation may 
be preferable, as they will give more 
natural graduations in tone. 

You should, however, be aware that 


B. ALBOSINENSIS B. UTILIS ‘BHUTAN SIENNA’ every tree will develop its own unique 
Ideal for woodland or copse planting, Cultivated for its superb, smooth, reddish- character over time, influenced by 
producing trees in a myriad subtle shades brown bark, slender growth and lightly many factors. This is especially true of 
of reddish orange, light brown, yellow and spreading crown, this Himalayan birch is birches; it is part of their charm and 
pink. Has a lightly spreading crown. especially captivating when the scrolls of should be embraced. 

9-15m. USDA 3a-8b. bark are illuminated by low winter sun. 9-15m. 
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If you are buying specimen trees, 
remember price depends not just on 
size but also on the way in which the 
root system is supplied. Expect to 
see the following options (listed by 
increasing quality and value): bare 
root (soil shaken from roots when 
harvested), rootball (supplied with soil 
around roots), plastic-container grown, 
bagged (grown, or stabilised in bags for 


Brunettes 


at least four months) or grown in 
Air-Pots (containers designed to 
promote fibrous roots). Your budget 
will no doubt guide your choice. 
Birches lend themselves well to 
cultivation as both standards (single- 


stem specimens) and multi-stem, with 


different forms conveying distinctive 
moods in a planting scheme. 


Where to see and buy 


* Barcham Trees 
Eye Hill Drove, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire CB7 5XF. 
Tel 01353 720950, barcham.co.uk 


* Bluebell Nurseries 
Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de 
la Zouch, Derbyshire LE6 2TA. 
Tel 01530 413700, 
ashwoodnurseries.com 


¢ Junker’s Nursery 
(mail order; visits by appointment 
only) Higher Cobhay, Milverton TA4 
INJ. Tel 01823 400075, junker.co.uk 


¢ Majestic Trees 
Chequers Hill, Flamstead, St Albans, 
Hertfordshire AL3 8ET. 


Tel 01582 843881, majestictrees.co.uk 


For an excellent range of cultivars in 
well-established sizes (3m plus). 


« Pan-Global Plants 
The Walled Garden, The Green, 
Frampton-on-Severn, Frampton 
Court, Gloucestershire. Tel 01452 
741641, panglobalplants.com 


* Stone Lane Gardens 


B. UTILIS ‘SICHUAN RED’ 

A highly ornamental cultivar with polished 
mahogany bark and slender growth habit. 
Looks magnificent when the peeling 
translucent scrolls of bark are illuminated 
by the low winter sun. 9-15m. 


B. UTILIS ‘MOUNT LUOJI’ 

The rich, glossy, dark chocolate-brown bark 
peels freely into spectacular, fine sheets of 
copper orange. Medium-sized and slender, 
with a lightly spreading crown, this tree is ideal 
for broadscale, naturalistic plantings. 9-15m. 


ALITY AND EXPERTISE 


PAUL BARTLETT, GARDEN MANAGER, FOR HIS H 


DTO 


ERE THE MAJORITY OF THESE PHOTOGRA 


Chagford, Devon TQ13 8JU. e 
Tenet B. ERMANII ‘MOUNT ZAO' B. UTILIS ‘PARK WOOD’ - 
stonelanegardens.com Astriking cultivar selected at Stone Lane With arguably the darkest bark of all, this S 
i a a Gardens with dark-purple and orange peeling Himalayan birch looks as if it’s sculpted from 3 
appreciate ine nates bark bark and prominent bands of lenticels. Has an smooth, dark chocolate. Bands of fine, white 2 
a extensive spreading crown and mid-green lenticels contrast beautifully. Forms a medium- c 
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leaves that turn dark yellow in autumn. 12-18m. 


sized tree, with a light canopy. 9-12m. AGM. 


plant profile birch 


B. ALBOSINENSIS ‘BOWLING GREEN’ 
This unusual Chinese birch has glossy, 
dark honey-coloured bark that 

peels off in spectacular long strips. 
Easy, hardy and fast-growing, it 

forms a medium-sized tree. 25m. 


MARIANNE MAJERU: 


Andy Sturgeon 


He’s one of the Uk’s busiest designers, but his insatiable appetite for new 
challenges means there's little prospect of him slowing down any time soon 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hold of. He runs a highly successful design practice with 

offices in the UK and Singapore, regularly takes part, both 
as exhibitor and judge, in international shows (this year there are 
four in the diary, including Philadelphia and St Petersburg), and 
is currently trying to move both his studio and his home, where 


I t’s not surprising, really, that Andy Sturgeon is hard to get 


he lives with his three young sons, from Brighton’s suburbs to the 
city centre. But as soon as our interview starts, phone calls are 
put on hold and I get his full and undivided attention — and 
experience first hand what it must feel like to be a privileged 
Andy Sturgeon client. It’s not just his charm and enthusiasm 

that make you warm to him: he’s fascinated by what makes 
people tick and believes that understanding people is an essential 
attribute of being a good garden or landscape designer. 

Andy’s career path to Chelsea Flower Show success (six Gold 
Medals and, in 2010, Best in Show) and leading light of modern 
design involved, in the early years, a series of unplanned moves. He 
left school in Surrey with poor A levels, a love of being out of doors 
and no job prospects. He fell into landscape gardening, he explains, 
when he joined his brother, who was a contractor. “We made gardens 
for established designers too,” he says. “But I quickly discovered that I 
wanted to make the decisions about where things should go.” 

Three books steered him through: The Small Garden by John 
Brookes, The Water Garden by Anthony Paul and Yvonne Rees and a 
book on Japanese gardens. Then he heard about a sandwich course 
at the Welsh College of Horticulture — a bizarre hybrid that covered 
pot plant production, landscaping, roof garden design and indoor 
tropical plants — and signed up. The now defunct course has been 
surprisingly relevant, he says, except, perhaps, for time spent 
propagating hundreds of poinsettias. 

A year working with garden designer David Stevens gave him 
the confidence to set up his own garden maintenance firm back 
in Surrey. It was a commercial success but he tired of what was 
essentially “cleaning gardens’, and became frustrated that he 
couldn’t make a living from garden design. “It was a time when 
everyone wanted pergolas, a patio, a pond and a sundial,” he says. 
He was interested in modernism, in the outdoor room and in 
large-scale sculptures. 

In 1994 he packed up, bought a ticket to Africa and got the 
travelling bug. Over the next three years he roamed southeast 


Asia — in Hong Kong he earned his keep as an overseer on 

a suspension bridge — and made massive detours in search of 
particular trees or shrubs. On his return to the UK, recharged 

by all his travel experiences and the visual memories — the big 
skies of Africa, the colour of rocks, the architectural shapes of 

the plants — he dived back into garden design and his career took 
off. Within a year he had made an English tropical garden for 
RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show and in 2001 he was 
sponsored to make his first Chelsea garden, a masculine design 
that bristled with ultra-modern materials and furniture. By 2005, 
when he won his first Chelsea Gold, he realised that he had found 
his feet as a designer. Timber and stone replaced crushed concrete 
and shiny metals, and the planting, anchored by trees and shrubs 
with an infill of perennials, had a timeless quality. 

These days he’s excited to be making proper tropical gardens 
for a Singapore office. “They’re building some amazing houses in 
southeast Asia,” he says. “And the whole indoor/outdoor thing is 
real over there.” And then there’s the expansion of his practice 
into historical gardens and commercial and public realm designs. 
He fires off a list of current projects that includes a masterplan 
for a new town in Russia; three themed, rooftop gardens on top 
of Battersea Power Station; a five-acre linear park; and garden 
squares at the new Earl’s Court development. 

Andy clearly thrives on challenges and designing for the 
public realm is a new one for him. “I want to get really good 
at it,” he admits candidly. Friends and colleagues all speak of 
his phenomenal drive, which is presumably what has carried him 
through since the sudden and tragic death of wife Sarah in 2009, 
and of his devotion to his boys. 

Is he ever worried about burning out? “I look at people such 
as Frank Gehry, John Brookes and Renzo Piano still designing 
and that fills me with hope that you can keep going.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Andy’s work at andysturgeon.com and follow 
him on twitter @andysturgeon 


NEXT MONTH 
Midori Shintani, head gardener at the Tokachi Millennium Forest. 


I look at people such as Frank Gehry, John Brookes and Renzo Piano still 
designing and that fills me with hope that you can keep going 
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artist’s garden 


Botanical artist Helga Crouch is much admired among the horticultural cognoscenti for 
her delicate paintings of plants and insects. Her garden shows the same attention to detail 


WORDS NON MORRIS PHOTOGRAPHS HOWARD RICE / GAP PHOTOS 


éneathia.Morus alba 


Platanifolia’ at the Centre of the topiaryas. : 
pair Of antique French garde 
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Acorn and Speckled Wood Butterfly 


Oak Leaf and Large Emerald Moth 


ou know you have entered the 

domain of a true colourist when the milky, 
caramel colour of the classic Land Rover, 
parked outside the house, matches the 
glaze of the pottery bowl — mounded with 
pale yellow ‘Golden Noble’ apples from the 
garden — on the kitchen table inside. 
Continuity of colour is the theme at Mill 
House, home of botanical artist Helga 
Crouch. This is a very green garden. Box 
and yew trimmed into hedges and quirkily 
shaped balls surround a series of low- 
lying, clapboard buildings all painted the 
same shade of rifle green. Although we’re 
only moments away from the M11 
motorway, when Helga, an immaculate, 
petite figure, swathed in hazy rusts and 
mauves, opens her rifle green door, I feel 
I’ve entered a fairy tale world. 

Helga bought the house more than 
30 years ago. At the time she remembers 
the walls were “like soggy cardboard, held 


A botanical 
artist at work 


Helga has developed and nurtured 
her garden so that it provides her with 
inspiration for a whole year of botanical 
painting — from the single and double 
snowdrops, which thrive here in spring, 
through to the fruits and berries she 
records in late autumn. “Everything | paint 
is from within this boundary,’ she says. 
Each autumn she experiments with 
pots of new bulbs for her paintings come 
spring. When | visit she has just planted 
a whole array of delicious sounding tulips, 
including the caramel-coloured Tulipa 
‘Brown Sugar’ and T. ‘Sinopel} an almost 
green, double tulip with just the outer 
petals a deep rose pink. 


together by paint” and the garden was full of 
thistles and dead trees but, “there were 
butterflies galore’, she sighs. 

Anyone familiar with Helga’s work will 
know how often butterflies feature in her 
exquisite paintings of flowers, fruit and 
insects. She paints from life, so establishing 
a garden in which to work was vital. Her 
neglected garden retained one key element: 
a pair of substantial yew mounds by the 
front door that gave her the key to the 
garden’s structure. Now both the front of 
the house — what Helga calls the “Formal 
Approach’ — and the back are anchored 
with handsome yew balls and round- 
topped cubes of box. 

Beyond this the aptly named “Garden 
With a View is elegantly defined by a strong 
pattern of low box hedges with mounds of 


yew as centrepieces. At its centre is a 
freestanding topiary Helga calls her ‘Circle 
of Life’—a cluster of eight box balls [> 


Some of Helga’s most exquisite, vibrant work is on vellum rather than paper, including 


her wonderful series of portraits of plants with butterflies, which have attracted praise from 


many in the world of horticulture. Botanist Martyn Rix describes her use of light on rounded 


forms, such as crab apples, as “magical” and loves the way she faithfully reproduces “the 


different diseases, scratches or insect damage that her subjects suffer”. For the renowned 


plantswoman Beth Chatto, Helga’s paintings have the power to transport you out into the 


open air where you can “almost feel the cold, damp air of spring’: Part of the magic of Helga’s 


work is in the way she celebrates the tiniest details; she enjoys the “silvery blue colour” of the 


weeping pear, but what she really admires are “those little fruitlets when they come”. 
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artist’s garden 


A Child's Victorian Trowel 
This painting depicts a trowel Helga received as child as a gift from her mother. 


[> around a yew. “The yew was a runt,” says 
Helga. “The nursery said I could have it. I 
just potted it up and cared for it.” 

A broad gap in the hedge opens out on 
to a haze of biscuit-coloured grasses. These 
winter browns are echoed by a pair of 
antique French garden chairs, perfectly 
placed to catch the low winter light. 

In spring, this is a garden that dances 
with swathes of creamy Narcissus — ‘Polar 
Ice’ and ‘Actaea’ — and clouds of apple 
blossom. Later in June, oxeye daisies and 
Queen Anne’s lace offer pale, delicate 
flowers to contrast with velvety greens. 

Now as autumn turns to winter the 
‘Orchard’ and the ‘Wild Part’ areas on either 
side of the house are illuminated by the 
buttery yellow of hanging quinces and an 
abundance of shiny, red-orange ‘Evereste’ 
crab apples that stand out against the green 
of Helga’s studio wall. Here too is a pair of 
silver birch, which wave their fiery foliage 
into the sky. Helga has always loved birch 
trees although she could never really put 
her finger on why until, in 1996, she visited 
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her mother’s homeland at Estonia. There 
she was enchanted by the painted, wooden 
houses in “beautiful medieval colours” that 
were set in spruce and birch forest. 

Keeping each treasured tree going in this 
windswept spot has been a battle but the 
garden maintains a timeless, settled feel. 
Over the years Helga has added to the series 
of buildings that unite the plot. Helga has 
painted them all— even the telephone box, 
an old television prop found in a timber 
yard— the same shade of green, which makes 
the whole plot feel much bigger than it is. 

Mill House is a wonderfully well- 
ordered garden in winter, with the promise 
of a story-book treasure trove of plants just 


waiting to unfold as the seasons progress. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Helga’s work is represented in the collection 
of the Library, Art and Archives, Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. You can see more 

of her work and buy paintings from her 
website: wildlybotanical.co.uk 


The preenhouse was built to 
“Helga’s: specifications and 1s=« 

used to protect seedlings and 

little bulbs from/pheasants. 


artist’s garden 
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w BRIZA MEDIA 
‘GOLDEN BEE’ 

I love quaking grasses 
and this selection has 
a golden tint to the 
seedheads as they age. 
SLP*. Height (H) 
60cm. Sow (S) Best 
sown in situ in spring. 
Period of interest (P) 
May — September. 


PERSICARIA ORIENTALIS 

Definitely a plant for the back of the 

border, this tall, multi-branched annual 

has dramatic, long, deep pink, drooping 
7 plumes. Popular in the Victorian era. 

HA-H 1.8m. S Best sown fresh in autumn. 

Can also be sown in early Spring. 

P Late summer to autumn 


> LATHYRUS 
VERNUS ‘FILIGREE’ 
Low-growing, 
bushy, hardy 
perennial sweet pea, 
invaluable for its 


early, purple-blue 
blooms. Will 
disappear by 
midsummer so 
best partnered 
with late perennials. 
HP. H 40cm. 
S Winter — 
d ; early spring. 

> DIDISCUS COERULEUS ~_e : P March — April. 

With beautiful, diaphanous umbels and 

seedheads, the blue lace flower needs careful 

positioning for it to be fully appreciated. 

HA. H 60cm. S March — April under cover. 

Plant out after last frosts. P 14 weeks from 

sowing, late July to first frosts. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: JASON INGRAM X2: 
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*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. HA — hardy annual; 
TA — tender annual; HB — hardy biennial; SLP — short-lived perennial; HP — hardy perennial. 


what seeds to sow 


Planting 
planner 


The best seeds to 
sow for 2015 


Winter is the perfect time for studying 
seed catalogues and planning what 
to grow. Leading designer Sarah Price 
gives us a sneak peek of her list 


WORDS SARAH PRICE 


his year my cash-strapped local authority 
was flooded with unlikely letters of love and appreciation 
after it set verges and roundabouts alive with a blaze of 
annual colour instead of the usual regimented bedding. 
It’s proof that broadcasting a packet, or in this case 
bucketfuls, of mixed seed can have mood-enhancing 
effects. It’s not all about live-fast-die-young annuals. 
Many of my favourite plants are hardy biennials, which 
take two years to flower, set seed and die, while others are 
hardy herbaceous perennials that will live for years. 

Growing from seed means you can choose from a far 
wider selection of rare and hard-to-find species than those 
grown by commercial nurseries. It’s also a lot cheaper, 
which means you can grow more plants of the same 
variety. This is one of the secrets of a successful planting 
design and repetition within your planting palette will 
conjure more coherent and striking garden pictures. 

It’s not just about the seeds you sow yourself. Growing 
plants that flower and readily set seed allows your garden 
to take on a life of its own. In his inspiring book A 
Garden from a Hundred Packets of Seed the poet James 
Fenton observes that ‘it’s when this begins to happen that 
a garden begins to be a garden. Your job as the gardener 
is to set the ball rolling. I couldn’t agree more. 


: Turn over for more of Sarah's recommendations on seeds to sow. 
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> DIANTHUS CARTHUSIANORUM 

Intense cerise flowers are held high on leafless 
stems above neat grassy foliage making this 
plant invaluable for intermingling. I grow 
among low grasses, such as Melica ciliata, and 
sun-loving scree plants. Easy from seed, it 
often flowers in the first year. HP. H 40cm. 

S Spring — early winter. P June — late summer. 


A NIGELLA PAPILLOSA ‘AFRICAN BRIDE’ 
Striking, large, white blooms with 
pronounced purple-black stamens, followed 
by unusual black spider-like seedpods. 

HA. H 45-60cm. S Sow March/September 
under cover or April/August in situ. 

P July — September. 
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<DIPSACUS 
FULLONUM 
Statuesque teasel 
with a candelabra of 
purple, thistle-like 
flowers. Dramatic 
winter silhouette. 
The seedheads 

are a magnet for 
goldfinches. Self- 
sowing biennial. 
HB. H Stems to 2m. 
S March — October. 
P June — August. 


w LUNARIA REDIVIVA 

Delicately scented perennial with simple, pale- 
lavender flowers and fresh-green, heart-shaped 
leaves. Papery, elliptical seedheads. Happy to 
weave itself among other plants. AGM* HP. 

H 60-90cm. S Autumn and overwinter in situ. 
P Late spring — early summer. 


> COBAEA 

SCANDENS 

Elegant purple-green F 
tendrils and exotic 
cup-and-saucer buds 
and inky blooms. 
Plant among sweet 
peas or perennial 
climbers. May over- 
winter in sheltered 
position and will 
flower through the 
year if grown ina 
greenhouse. TA. 

H 6m. S January — 
March undercover, 
plant out after last 
frost. P Midsummer 
to first frosts. 


| 


<SMYRNIUM 
PERFOLIATUM 
Acid-green, frothy 
foliage that appears 
to float effortlessly 
above other plants. 
Leaves die down 
by midsummer. 
Three years to 
flower from seed, 
once established can 
become persistent. . 
HP.H 90cm. S Fresh 
seed in situ May. 
P March — April. 


» 


what seeds to sow 


> ORLAYA 
GRANDIFLORA 
Exquisite, lace-like 
umbels look ethereal 
threaded through a 
froth of Gypsophila 
‘Rosenschleier’ 
Extend the season by 
growing plants from 
both autumn and 
spring sowings. HA. 
H 45-60cm. S March 
— April undercover 


and/or late August — 
September. P June — 
September. 
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w HELIANTHUS ANNUUS ‘VELVET QUEEN’ 
A multi-branched sunflower bearing many 
dark-centred, crimson blooms. Lovely to 
cut and to partner at the back of a border 
with the late-flowering annual Persicaria 
orientalis. HA.H 1.8m. S Early spring to early 
summer in situ. P July — September. 


DELPHINIUM REQUIENII 

An autumn annual or ee 
ne 
arranged on spires. The shiny, 


evergreen, deeply lobed leaves are 
Ot attractive to slugs. Requires 
sun. Self-sown seedlings can be 
transplanted without difficulty. 
HB. H 75cm. S Sparingly in 
spring, keep warm (15-21°C) unti 
germination. P June — July. 


> CICHORIUM 
INTYBUS 

The wild form of 
the vegetable chicory. 
Bright blue flowers 
will be covered 

with pollinators all 
summer. Flowers 
close by midday. 
HP.H Up to 1.5m. 

S Late spring — early 
summer. P June — 
September. 


» t= 
OENOTHERA ODORATA ‘SULPHUREA’ 
Large creamy-yellow flowers held ® 


omupright} burgtindy stems fade to 

a beautiful apricotssweetly scented 
especially in the g. Dry sunny! 
conditions, short lived but will re8eed.” 
SLP. H\7Ocm. . jena WENA 


. 
P July “October. “4 i 
a 


> ECHIUM 
VULGARE 

In summer, its long- 
flowering blooms are 
covered in honey 
bees, hoverflies and 
butterflies, and it 
provides valuable 
structure after 
flowering. HB. 

H 60cm. S Autumn 
or early spring (under 
cover) to flower that 
year. April (in situ) for 
following year. 

P June — September. 
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NICOTIANA MUTABLIS 

Clouds of dainty flowers that opéh white 
before gradually aging t6 deep pink. Easy 
annuakor short-lived pérennial that will 
ee 4 frosts sffee spot and flower 


Binet omiearly spring. 
HA/S m. S March April 
‘sundercover. P 

from spring ie, 


> STIPA BARBATA 
Can be a challenge 
to germinate but 

is so beautiful that 
it’s worth the trial. 
Like most stipas this 
requires sun and 
good drainage so 
make sure to sow 

in gritty compost. 
HP.H 90cm. 

S Autumn and 
overwinter outdoors, 
germination in 
spring. P June — July. 


what seeds to sow 


> ERIGERON 
ANNUUS 

Clouds of white 
daisies over a long 
season provide a 
beautiful foil to 
vibrant colours. 
Usually self sows 

so pot some up and 
re-position where 
you want them to 
grow in early spring. 
SLP.H 1.5m. 

S Spring. P Summer 
— autumn. 


< HORDEUM 
JUBATUM 

Provides successions 
of silver-pink, 
barley-tail blooms. 

I grow it in clumps 
or weave it through 
low-growing thymes, 
Dianthus and 
Origanum. Flowers 
in first year and often 
reseeds in sunny 
open spot. SLP. 

H 50cm. S February — 
April. P June and 
through the summer. 


>» DAUCUS CAROTA 
‘BLACK KNIGHT’ 
Beautiful variation of 
purple mauve tones 
as the flowers open 
and then age. Tall 
and stately, this 
fast-growing biennial 
will usually flower in 
the first year. HB. 

H 1.2m. S February — 
March under cover or 
direct in March — April 
and / or August — 
September. 

P June — August. 


A ATRIPLEX HORTENSIS VAR. RUBRA 
An easy herb that I allow to self seed 
through vegetables and cut-and-come- 
again flower mixes. Seedlings are 
bright pink and when tiny are easily 
transplanted by the trowel full. HA. 

H 90cm. S Any time. P Summer. 


A PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM 

‘LAUREN’S GRAPE’ 

Luscious, deep-plum flowers, each marked 
with a dark blotch that frames the pale 
stamen. Contrasting glaucous foliage. Like all 
opium poppies will reliably resow. HA. 

H 90cm. S April — May/late August — 
September. P Ten weeks from spring sowing. 
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Dye 


-like flowers with purple. 
r ens delicately suspended on tall, 
leafless stems. Best grown through’shrubs 
in ordinary soil in sun. HP. H 2.4m: 
S Spring or summer, plant out | ~ 
September. August = October. 


<PHACELIA 
TANACETIFOLIA 
Makes a wonderful 
green manure but 
is so pretty and rich 
in nectar and pollen 
that I always let it 
flower. Useful for 
sowing direct into 
sunny gaps. HA. 

H 45cm. S March — 
June and/or August 
— October direct. 

P May — October. 


‘v LUNARIA ANNUA ‘CORFU BLUE’ 

Clouds of flowers bloom intermittently 
throughout the year on purple-flushed stems 
and seedpods. Easy and self-sows. SLP. 

H 90cm. S Late spring or early summer to 
bloom the following summer. P Summer. 


‘V ECHINACEA PALLIDA 

An unusual coneflower with tapered, ray-like 
petals that droop downwards from conical 
seedheads. Requires sun and drainage. HP. 

H 90cm. S Late winter to spring; will flower 
11-15 weeks after sowing. P July and then 
sporadically through to autumn. 


what seeds to sow 


How to get the best from your seeds 


Advice on sowing seed 

Seed packets should contain specific 
advice on optimum timing, light and 
temperature conditions for germination. 
Use a good, peat-free, seed compost. 
Moisten the compost before sowing by 
standing the pots or seed trays in water 
and then draining. Cover seeds with the 
same depth of compost as the size of 
seed. Very small seeds tend to be surface 
sown and pressed lightly into the soil. For 
slower growing autumn and perennial 
sowings, a light covering of grit helps to 
deter weeds and liverwort. Compost 
should be kept moist at all times but not 
wet; it is very easy to over water. For 
seeds grown under cover, it is important 
to ensure good light once germination 
starts, otherwise seedlings will become 
leggy. Avoid damping-off disease by 
sowing thinly to allow airflow. 

Many of my favourite annuals, such 
as scarlet flax, Linum grandiflorum 
‘Rubrum’ and Bupleurum rotundifolium 
are best sown direct in their growing 
position in spring. This saves the hassle 
of seed trays and transplanting but it’s 
essential to resist the temptation to sow 
too early. Wait until weed seedlings start 
appearing in spring — this is the signal 
that sowing conditions are right. Make 
sure your seedbed is weed free and that 
your soil's tilth is of a fine consistency. 
Scatter evenly but as thinly as you can. 
After sowing, gently but thoroughly 
water the seedbed twice a week if 


there is no rain. 


Tips 

Stagger your sowings to keep the 
momentum in your garden. Annuals sown 
in September and overwintered free of 
rost will give early height and flowers; 

| sow Ammi majus and A. visnaga, 

whose lacy white umbels are a perfect 

or weaving into gaps, or species of 
Centaurea for an early accent of colour. If 
he conditions are right, plant them out in 
April and they will be statuesque by June, 
avoiding the natural early summer lull. 
Sow another batch in April to flower from 
July onwards. Try sowing hardy biennials, 
such as foxgloves, sweet rocket, honesty 
and Iceland poppies, Papaver nudicaule 


‘Meadow Pastels’ in June so they'll be in 
bloom the following year before the 
season's annuals are in flower. 
Be bold. One of my most exciting 
garden moments early last summer was 
seeing a huge swathe of Linaria purpurea 
dotted through parsley that had gone to 
flower — a froth of acidic green umbels 
threaded with slender purple spires. 
Equally arresting was being surrounded 
by a waving chorus of the lime-yellow 
biennial Reseda lutea growing tall among 
royal blue Echium vulgare on a builder's 
spoil heap. Both combinations are going 


o find their way into my garden. 


Suppliers 

Cut-flower and meadow-seed collections 
from Sarah Raven (sarahraven.com) and 
Pictorial Meadows (pictorialmeadows. 
co.uk) are perfect for novices and time- 
limited gardeners. They've been designed 
for a continuous succession of summer 
colour and the right balance of foliage to 
flower. Emorsgate Seeds (wildseed. 
co.uk) is a specialist grower of wild flower 
and wild grass seed and sells beautiful 
cornfield mixtures. For an inspiring 
selection of rare species try Derry 
Watkins’ Special Plants (specialplants. 
net) or Chiltern Seeds (chilternseeds. 
co.uk). Source from knowledgeable 
specialists as there is often variation in 
the colour and forms of plants, even if 
they are labelled the same. For instance 
there are two strains of Dianthus 
carthusianorum on the market, one of 
which has a washed-out, pink flower 
instead of shocking cerise. Similarly there 
are strains of Lunaria annua and Silene 
dioica (red campion) whose flowers 
appear faded. Save seed from the most 
attractive parents in your own garden 
(see gardensillustrated.com for a 
downloadable seed packet template) 
and start swapping favourites with 
friends and neighbours. 


Further reading 
Annuals & Biennials by Roger Phillips and 
Martyn Rix (Firefly Books, 2002). 


Garden Flowers from Seed by Christopher 
Lloyd and Graham Rice (Viking, 1991). 
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SAVE 47% 
£28.50 - 13 issues 


SAVE 40% 
£28.00 - 12 issues 
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SAVE 51% 
£25.99 - 12 issues 


Take the hassle out of your C 


Order a magazine as a gift subscription 
before 15th December and not only will 
you SAVE up to 51% on the price but 
we'll also send you a FREE Christmas 


card to personalise! 


Call the hotline now on’ 


0844 844 0390 
and quote X14SSPP 


Your details (essential) 
Your choice of magazine(s) 


+ 
+ + ° a 
stmas'shopping 

= AW Alternatively order 
online and send 
a personalised 
e-card on your 
chosen date. 
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3 easy ways to subscribe 


Order online at Complete order form below and send to: 


Freepost RSTB-HAAA-EHHG, Immediate Media Co., 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8PX 


www.buysubscriptions.com/christmas 
and quote X14SSPP 


To receive your free greetings card in time for Christmas, gift orders 
must be received by the 15th December 2014. This offer closes on the 


Price 31st December 2014. 


Title Forename 


This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings are calculated as 
Surname 


Address 


a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times which is calculated 
as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit www. 


Postcode 01795 414 746. 


buysubscriptions.com/christmas or call 


Home Telephone Number 


All Christmas gift subscriptions will start with the first issue available in January 


Email address 


umber of issues and not the term of the subscription. 


Mobile Telephone Number 2015. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency; we will honour the 
n 
* Radio Times and Match of the Day subscriptions are 


I would like to send a gift to... (optional) 


or 26 weekly issues 


(6 months). The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £102. 


his price is for 51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a 
Your choice of magazine(s) Price contribution towards first class postage. 
*For Radio Times subscriptions please indicate which region you require: 
itle Forename Surname London, Anglia & Midlands CJ North West, Yorkshire & North East] Wales 
South, West & South West] Scotland & Border] Northern Ireland 
Address Postcode . Please note, if a region is not selected, subscribers will automatically receive 
he London, Anglia & Midlands region. 


Home Telephone Number 
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Payment Details 


| enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Company Lt 


If you would like to take out more than one gift subscription, please go online or contact our call centre. 


. OF Please debit t! 


X14SSPP 


Your information will be handled in accordance with Immediate Media Company's privacy 
policy: immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy 

Branded BBC titles are licensed from or published jointly with BBC Worldwide 

(the commercial arm of the BBC). Please tick here [_] if you'd like to receive regular 


following amount from my credit/debit card: £ 


Mastercar Visa Card Number 


newsletters, special offers and promotions from BBC Worldwide by email. 
Your information will be handled in accordance with the BBC Worldwide privacy policy: 
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Please tick here to receive emails from Lonely Planet Global, Inc. for all your travel 
inspiration, tips and exclusive offers. Your information will be handled in accordance with 
Lonely Planet's privacy policy: lonelyplanet.com/legal/privacy-policy 
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Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


LANDSCAPE AWARD 

House on the prairie 

Adam Woodruff + Associates’ design for a family garden that looks 
out across pasture land, woods and a creek, has won the Best 
Professional Landscape award in this year’s Considered Design 
Awards from Gardenista, the US gardening and garden design blog. 
The garden near St Louis, Missouri, USA, features a series of beds to 
create the effect of a stylised prairie that blends into the landscape. 
adamwoodruff.com 


re 


A sculpture by Thomas Yano stands amid 
(Metufts Of Sesleria autumnalis in Adam 

Woodrutf’ Associates’ award- -winning 

garden, featiring Allium‘ Summer Beauty’ 
wiand Echinacea purpurea ‘Kim's:Knee High. ; 
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Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 


Made of bamboo woven into an 
open dome and available in 5 
sizes plus a tunnel cloche. 

These attractive cloches protect 
plants & seeding from damage 
by animals, footballs, light frost 
and wind-chill. Fleece and 
newspaper can be used to cover 
the plants inside the cloches 
during periods of heavy frost. 


The micro climate inside the cloches promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 


BEWARE 
OP THECAT 


* QRWAREOF | 
THe GARDENER 


Wwri8 


OADNHNCN EDILCWN)) 
GARDEN FRIENDS 


Y 


Made from aluminium that will not rust, 
and beautifully painted by hand with a Wooden Doorstops 
very resilient finish on both sides. 


Wooden Keyrings : 90 locations 


Choose from Chicken, Hen, Cockerel, Fox, 
Rabbit, Cat, Squirrel, Pheasant, Hare, Owl, 
Kingfisher, Thrush, Black Bird, etc. 


And many more products 
including Granite Balls, 
Boulder Stone Birdbaths 
and Pots, Stone Lanterns, 
and Windchimes. 


Sentiment Stones Herb Stone Labels 


Made from iron with rust resistant paint. Each has a window which can be 
opened at the back to place a tea light candle on a tray inside the lantern. 
Choose from Cat, Dog, Christmas Tree, Owl, Lizard, Reindeer, Pig, Gecko, 
Fish, Horse, Mouse, Rabbit, Butterfly, etc. 


ror " iy 


Gifts & Gardens, 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 www.giftsandgardens.com 


LANDSCAPE AWARD 
Lines of beauty 
Australian landscape architect Taylor Cullity Lethle 
andscape of the Year award for the second consecuti 
World Architecture Festival in Singapore for its design for het 


i ait tewastativig bush fires of 2003, the ated features: te 

terraces planted with endangered trees and other forest gneticn me Ce 
~ by acascading stream, the terraces lead down toa alley here a dar ’ 
“provides the w ater for the gardens. A pavilion designed b 


fre at the arboretu 
cl.net.au 


GREAT BALLS OF FIRE 


Bring drama and warmth into the winter 
garden with a glowing steel fireball 
sculpted by Andy Gage of The Firepit 
Company. Prices start at £850 (65cm) for 
the six designs in the collection or from 
£1,599 for a bespoke design. LED lighting 
and heat resistant paint are extras. 


thefirepitcompany.co.uk 


In the mix 

Wild flower specialist Pictorial Meadows has created a free, digital 
Guide to Successful Perennial Meadows, with information on 
creating impressive plantings and advice on using its mixes, 

such as Romantic Ruins, a long-season mix of colourful perennials 


including, red valerian and musk mallow. pictorialmeadows.co.uk 
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Lock up 

Aneat and stylish anchor for securing bikes or 
garden machinery such as lawnmowers has 
been designed by Paula Butterfield of 
Velotrove. The base is bolted to the ground 
and one or two bikes can be secured to the 
steel chain which is encased in a PVC hose. 
Velochain comes in six colours and costs 
£124.99. Tel 0845 548 8350, velotrove.com 


Dramatic views 

Greenwood Theatre, part of King’s College London, is being given a green makeover thanks to 
anew design by Zandra Rhodes and Joe Swift. The linear, pocket park will run alongside the 
theatre in Weston Street, just south of London Bridge, creating a vibrant and biodiverse corridor 
in the shadow of the Shard. Visitors to the park will be able to sit in alcoves, surrounded by 
eye-catching planting, including Albizia julibrissin, Clerodendrum trichotomum and Viburnum 
rhytidophyllum trees, and a mix of grasses and perennials, all framed by a series of iron arches in 
luminescent pink. Climbers, including Clematis armandii and Akebia quinata, will cloak the bright 
orange walls. The park is a collaboration between Cityscapes and Team London Bridge. 


* Rosie Morris and Stig 
Evans will discuss the role of 
art and artistry in the garden 
at the London College of 
Garden Design’s Info 
Burst. 2 December at 
Regent's College, Regent's 
Park. £15, Icgd.org.uk 

+ Tours of the Mediterranean 
and Tropical glasshouses, 
designed by Thomas 
Heatherwick [see issue 
202, p85], and of the 
wetland planting at 
Laverstoke Mill 

distillery take place on 
alternate Wednesdays. 

Tel 01256 890090; 
bombaysapphire.com 

« The Chelsea Fringe 
Festival is revving up for its 
fourth year, and looking for 
volunteers to act as project 
coordinators. Contact 
alex@chelseafringe.com for 
more information. 

* The project to expand the 
Garden Museum in south 
London has been given a 
boost with a £3.5 million 
Heritage Lottery Fund grant. 
The museum has to match 
the amount to realise its plan 
to double the gallery space, 
provide the first Archive of 
Garden Design, and create a 
new public garden designed 
by Dan Pearson. 

« The most recent element 
in the restoration of the 
‘Capability’ Brown 
landscape at Croome 
Court, near High Green, 
Worcestershire, is the 
recreation of an 
18th-century path that 
opens up a new area and 
gives superb views across 
the ha-ha to the South Park. 
The parkland is open daily 
in winter (except 24 and 

25 December), 10am-4pm. 
nationaltrust.org.uk/croome 
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Limited Editions. 
Exceptional prices. 


From artisan workshops direct to your door, 


discover new designs every day without the 
inflated price tag at Swoon Editions. 


= —t 


the Juliette 


Whether placed at the foot of a bed or beneath a window, the Juliette 
bench offers a refined alternative to traditional seating. Usually £326 in 
high-end retailers, Swoon Editions has sourced the Juliette direct from 
the maker for just £199, saving you 39%. Edition limited to 79. 


the Olivia 


Pure, unadulterated sophistication - that’s the 
Olivia. A Gustavian-style frame hints at grandeur 
and its oatmeal upholstery make it easy to work 
into any colour palette. Usually £575 in high-end 
retailers, Swoon Editions has sourced the Olivia 
direct from the maker for just £299, saving you 
48%. Edition limited to 54. 


the Adele 


Picture writing your 
Christmas cards on this 
rustic-come-elegant 
desk. Elongated 
cabriole legs and wave- 
effect hand-carving 
offer it a subtly French 
feel too. Usually £503 
in high-end retailers, 
Swoon Editions has 
sourced the Adele 
direct from the maker 
for just £329, saving 
you 35%. Only nine left. 


the Sierra 


Cosy up next to the fireplace this winter on the entirely hand- 
made, 240 x 170cm Sierra rug. Usually £325 in high-end 
retailers, Swoon Editions has sourced the Sierra direct from the 
maker for just £159 saving you 51%. Only 13 left. 


the Richmond 


Crafted from reclaimed 
elm with a beautiful 
parquetry-style tabletop, 
dine in splendour this 
Christmas with the 
Richmond. Swoon 
Editions has sourced the 
Richmond direct from 
the maker for just £229. 
Only 13 left. 


e a) e e 
Order now for Christmas deliverv 
e 
Plus, save £50 on orders over £500. Go to swooneditions.com/gardensillustrated2 and enter 
voucher code gardensillustrated2 at checkout or call O20 3137 2464* quoting gardensillustrated2. 


New designs launch every day and sell out fast. Sign up at swooneditions.com/gardens2 


Delivery £38 per item (the Sierra £29 per item) to UK mainland. Order before Ist of December and receive in time for Christmas. See individual items for details. Offer is restricted to one per customer, per household, Discount will be applied to first 
transaction only. Offer ends at 23.59 on 28.12.14. Enter the voucher code at checkout or quote on the phone. Discount will be shown at checkout. Any refunds will take into account the discount. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers or 
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1 Plant shopping 
This spectacular green wall, 
designed by Debbie Kotalic 
from the Canadian design 
company GSky, covers 

the facade of the Saks 

Fifth Avenue store on 

Worth Avenue in 

Palm Beach. Measuring 

7m x 10m, it contains more 
than 10,000 plants, 

mostly species native to 

the USA, which have been 
arranged in bold, broad 
sweeps of colour. 


~s 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


How to create 
a green wall 


From the smallest of gardens to the swankiest of 
city hotels, vertical planting is helping to bring 
walls to life and offers some surprising benefits 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


838 


design ideas 


reen or living walls are becoming 


increasingly popular in public 

landscaping especially for restaurants, 
hotels and shops, adding texture and life to urban 
spaces. In principle they are an environmentally 
friendly idea, but, and it is a big but, this is only if 
you use appropriate plants and are prepared to put 
the correct level of maintenance in place. Only if 
they’re well maintained will living walls look as 
good as the day they were planted. 

Green walls push the age-old idea of planting 
wall shrubs or climbers against a wall, to a whole 
new dimension. It involves designing and 
installing a prefabricated system to hold a 


RPL PEP LTT) 


growing medium, such as soil or a lightweight 
compost. This allows you to use a much wider 
range of plants, such as perennials, grasses, 
ferns and bulbs, in the wall. Even shrubs can 
be incorporated into some designs. 

The principles of green wall construction 
and maintenance of plants in such particular 
conditions, are similar to those of a green roof 
with the obvious difference being that this has 
a vertical aspect. In general, the supporting 
structure is constructed from a modular system, 
usually a type of racking that contains pockets or 
cells that will hold the growing medium and the 
plants; this is usually attached to the existing wall [> 


2 Below stairs 
The luscious green wall, 
which stretches above and 


below the stairs of this urban 
courtyard garden, creates 

a strong visual vertical link 
from one level to another. 
Alongside plenty of textural 
foliage, designer Adam 
Shepherd has included late 


summer interest with dahlias, 


persicarias and begonias. 


3 Onthe fence 


This is an imaginative way to 
hide an ugly wooden fence 
and at the same time grow 
produce. A fabric panel with 
pockets along the front has 
been attached to a fence; 
each pocket is planted with 
herbs or vegetable plants. An 
ideal way to grow cut-and- 


come-again vegetable plants. 


4 The Austerity 
Garden 

Here living walls have not 
only been used to create a 
“green window’ backdrop but 
also feature in narrow strips 
that slot into the wooden, 
slatted fence. Designed by 
Jade Goto and Armando 
Raish for the BBC Gardener's 
World Live show, it won the 
Best in Show Award in 2013. 
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5 Up the wall 


Green walls can be an 
extremely effective way to add 
interest ina small garden, 
provided you carefully select 
the appropriate plants to suit 
the light level. Depending on 
the aspect, it may be darker 
towards the base of the wall. 


6 Plants as art 
Professor Nigel Dunnett 
from Sheffield University 
has combined art with 
functionality in this living 
wall for the 2013 Chelsea 
Flower Show. Using sedums 
that require very little 
maintenance, the plants are 
grouped together to forma 
complex pattern. The 
contrasting colours in foliage, 
make this scheme work 


particularly well. 


7 Simplicity rules 
Acontemporary twist to the 
green wall idea, using only 
one type of plant on two 
parallel stripes. Designer Mark 
Gregory has chosen Lobelia 
pedunculata for the stripes; it 
is amatt-forming perennial 
ideal for this purpose. By 
using a vigorous evergreen 
you can ensure there will be 
no unsightly gaps. 


> for stability. There are other methods, such as a 
matting system attached to a frame. Either way the 


modules can be delivered and installed pre-planted, 
which will give the scheme an instant, full effect. 
Green walls require careful planning 
and construction, but they do offer great 
environmental benefit. They help reduce the ‘heat 
island’ effect in cities, by altering the temperature 
of the walls: keeping them cooler in summer and 
warmer in winter. They can also help take up 
excess storm water from gutters. In very small 
gardens a green wall can increase the planting 
potential significantly, adding vertical interest as 
well as being extremely handy for screening ugly 


garden walls. There are wildlife benefits, 
enhancing the biodiversity of a garden. 

The key to a successful scheme is keeping 
the green wall looking healthy and making sure 
the plants are watered and fed adequately. An 
irrigation system should be an integral part of 
the design, allowing water and liquid feed to be 
applied regularly. Also remember that you will 
need ready access to be able to to prune out 
dead foliage. It’s worth giving some thought 
as to how you will reach the wall easily and safely 


for maintenance purposes. 


NEXT MONTH Design trends for 2015. 
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Every garden situation is different and you should assess the specific conditions of the site before making 


your plant list but these will give you an idea of some useful plants that generally work well on green walls: 


Ajuga Heuchera 

Allium schoenoprasum Hyssopus officinalis 
Armeria maritima Libertia formosa 
Asplenium Liriope muscari AGM* 
Bergenia Luzula nivea 

Blechnum Ophiopogon planiscapus 
Carex oshimensis ‘Nigrescens’ AGM 
Epimedium Origanum majorana 
Festuca glauca Pachysandra terminalis 


Polystichum setiferum 
Divisilobum Group AGM 
Rosmarinus officinalis 
Prostratus Group 
Stachys byzantina 
Tellima 

Thymus 

Tiarella 

Uncinia rubra 


8 Off the wall 


This green wall has been 
planted to showcase 
individual plants rather than 
to create a massed green 
wall, while the central window 
offers a green view through 
to the garden beyond. With 
a bold style such as this you 
really need to have a very 
clear idea of the overall 
effect you want to create. 


Suppliers 
Companies that will 

design and install a 

green wall system: 

* biotecture.uk.com 

* scotscapelivingwalls.net 
* treebox.co.uk 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
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Eden Green Wa 


Eden Green Walls is the UK supplier of Florafelt, the easy vertical 
garden made using recycled plastic. With its flexible and durable 


structure you can design and redesign your planting. 


SFlorafelt. szrsrwe rion 


100% Recycled PET Plastic Felt 


Patented Design — Made in USA 


Eden Green Walls supplied 
the Florafelt chosen by 

Kate Humble for the Solar 
Aquaponic Greenhouse at her 
farm in the Wye Valley. There, 
Florafelt is planted with herbs, 
salad leaves, strawberries and 
edible flowers. It is equally 
ideal for evergreen perrenials 
or for seasonal planting, and 
always provides visual impact. 


@ 07914 962175 
enquiries@edengreenwalls 
www.edengreenwalls.co.uk 


Choose to position your green 
wall wherever you wish; in the 
kitchen, the conservatory or 

in the garden. Florafelt offers 
planting where space is at 

a premium, even on a small 
balcony or narrow pathway. 
Planters can be ordered 
online and are available in two 
different sizes. 

Prices start at £59.95. 


Is 


www.david-goode.com 


‘é PANS HE we 4 


: www. hspgardenbuildings.com e: info@hspgardenbuildings.com 


it} 


HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 


Summerhouses, Gazebos, Arbours and Bespoke Structures 


3 Hampstead Court, Hampstead Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS, UK 
: +44 (0) 1638 583814 


ie. 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Log stores 


Keep your firewood dry and neatly stacked away with our choice of log stores 


SLIM YET STURDY 
Galvanized steel firewood holder, H 1.50m 
x W 79cm x D 26cm, £227, Manufactum, 
0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 


SLATTED STYLE 
Cotswold wooden log store, H 1.26m (1.03m 
front) x W 1.05m x D 82cm, £98, Greenhouse 
Stores, 0800 098 8877, greenhousestores.co.uk 


SWEET AS HONEY 
Harrie Leenders WoodBee in Corten steel, 
H 99cm x W 86cm, £385 for one element, 
Robeys, 01773 820940, robeys.co.uk 


ALOT OF METAL 
Biohort Woodstock, H 2m x W 1.5m or 2.3m 
(both approx), from £469, 01875 613058, 
maxmartin-shop.com 


SIMPLY STACKED 
Metal log tidy store, H 1.27m x D 30cm, 
adjustable width, £39.99, Garden Selections, 
01258 837970, selections.com 


CHALET CHIC 
Double log store standard, H 2,325mm x 
W 2,555mm x D 1.27m, £806, Clearview Stoves, 
01588 650123, clearviewstoves.com 


SHINGLE ROOF 
Gothic log store, H 1.79m x W1.32m x D 76cm, 
£616, The Posh Shed Company, 01544 387101, 
theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Logs storage chest, H 84cm (76cm front) 
xW 1.8m x D 72cm, £119.99, 0121 355 7701, 
gardensite.co.uk 


GREEN LIVING 
Log store with sedum roof, sizes from 
H1.83m x W 91cm x D 91cm, from £360, Manor 
Estates, 01905 424173, manor-estates.co.uk 
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only in the Decemberissue of 


BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine 


— 


\ \ Gardeners’ 
World magazine 


Nowntools 


Book reviews, Christmas crossword, stockists, back issues 


Trad’s choice 


Known to many from his witty ES 
Tradescant’s Diary, the garden writer 55» inte 
and wine expert Hugh Johnson shares 

the gardening books he loves the most 


PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


the Kentish North Downs) when I was in 

my teens. It seemed the most natural thing 
in the world to add to the beauty of the 
whitebeams and yews and hawthorns of the 
chalky downs. To this day I can’t understand why 
so many people are indifferent to the grandest 
and most permanent of plants when we all live 
in their benign environment. 

I had a chance to say as much and to do 
something about it, when my World Atlas of 
Wine was a resounding success and my publisher 
asked for an encore. “Trees?” he said. “Trees are 
not a consumer subject.” I had a go at correcting 
things with The International Book of Trees (a 
dreadful title, but my sponsor was The 
International Paper Co) in 1973. It was seen by 


I first planted trees in earnest (in a field on 


Sir George Taylor, the then director of Kew, who 
asked me to help with the Journal of the RHS. I 
renamed it The Garden, ran it for 20 years, and 
40 years later am still writing what was, and is, 
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called Tradescant’s Diary. Naturally I started 
collecting gardening books. 

I sold most of my books last year. We 
moved house, after 42 years, from a country 
manor to a Victorian London house. Nothing 
makes you think about the things you have 
accumulated as much as moving them. There 
was room for a fraction of the books on our 
shelves: hard decisions had to be made. One 
was relatively easy: parting with scores of 


coffee-table books, collections of photographs. 


Shiny volumes don’t age well. We only kept 
a treasured few — particularly the ones with 
flattering photos of our garden. 

Most of what we kept falls into two 
categories: reference and history. A few writers 
survive because they are so readable, amusing 
or challenging. Christopher Lloyd’s The Well- 
Tempered Garden is an example. The books 
I list here have been essential in my garden 
education and remain as stimulating as ever. 


M4 The National Trust 


The Art of Planting 

by Graham Stuart 

Thomas (1984) 

I would be happy with any of 
Graham Stuart Thomas’s 
reference books, from The Old 
Shrub Roses (1955), to Perennial 
Garden Plants (1976). No one 
describes plants, their qualities, 
habits and uses, more plainly or 
with more knowledge. Thomas 
ran the gardens of the National 
Trust for many years, to their 
huge benefit. The Art of Planting 
(1984) distils his vast experience. 


The Education of a Gardener 
by Russell Page (1962) 

Russell Page is principally 
known as the designer of choice 
for the seriously rich. Most of 
his creations have remained, 
shall we say, confidential. This 
clear and candid self-appraisal is 
his lasting monument, and the 
finest manual ever written on 
how to approach garden design. 


The PRINCIPLES of 
GARDENING 


Face cent acy epee at 


Hugh Johnson 


The Principles of 
Gardening by Hugh 
Johnson (1979) 

I need this to remind me of 
where I began in gardening, 
as a greedy encyclopedist 
thinking you could know it 
all. The result is a period piece, 
describing the status quo in 
1979 as though nothing 
changes in plants and 
planting, and fashion doesn’t 
touch gardening. I had the 


nerve to try to sum up each department of gardening, each group 
of plants and even each period of garden history in a short chapter. 
I did it because, as a novice, horticulture was a closed world and 

I wanted the key. In the Foreword I quoted Beverley Nichols: ‘I had 
to write this book while the memory of my own ignorance was still 
fresh. As you grow older, you learn how far off the horizon is; how 
many unknown unknowns are out there to be discovered. 


Repton wrote his book, he says, 
in jolting coaches between jobs, 
spilling his ink everywhere 


The English Flower Garden 
by William Robinson (1883) 
I picked this up for 50p at a 
village féte 30 years ago and 
found to my astonishment it 
was the first edition. The fiery 
Irish Robinson set about 
demolishing formal Victorian 
gardening style with a 
passionate, even poetic advocacy 
of what is ‘natural: This book 
went into 39 editions and 
remains valid today. 


Beth Chatto’s 

Woodland Garden by 

Beth Chatto (2002) 

Beth Chatto was a neighbour 
of ours in Essex for 42 years. 
Her books on her famous dry 
and damp gardens may have 
made more of a stir, but I love 
this for the sound of her voice 
as she sits in her modest wood 
‘orné with her favourite 
shade-loving plants. Beth 
observes as patiently and 
minutely as we all should. 


‘Beth Chatto’s 


books special 


Hilliers’ Manual of Trees & 
Shrubs, 2nd edition (1970) 
This battered paperback has 
travelled the world with me 

for 74 years. Happily it 
appeared while I was writing 
my first tree book; you can 
imagine how much this 

master list of potted but precise 
descriptions helped. It is largely 
the work of Roy Lancaster, 
now long superseded by later 
editing, but still my bible. 


Observations on the Theory and Practice of Landscape 
Gardening by Humphry Repton (1803) 

I was given this magnificent first edition of the great classic of 
landscape gardening by my publisher, and treasure it more than 
any book. Repton is not only crisp, clear and deliciously quotable; 
he is a true practitioner; what he says makes perfect practical sense. 


He wrote his book, he says, in jolting coaches between jobs, spilling 
his ink everywhere. It contains some of his famous before-and-after 
Red Book paintings. But above all it contains wisdom. 
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books special 


I can dip into these leather-bound volumes anywhere and find that, while 
names and tastes change, gardeners’ preoccupations remain much the same 


On Modern Gardening by 
Horace Walpole (1771) 
Horace Walpole was the 
privileged son of the first 
British Prime Minister, and 
watched his father build his 
Norfolk palace, Houghton 
Hall. His own house, 
Strawberry Hill at Twickenham, 
introduced the Gothic as the 
new fashionable taste, and his 
letters and memoirs are a 
history of his time. He wrote 
this essay (only 48 pages in my 
edition) as an afterthought, a 
chapter bolted on to the fourth 
volume of his Anecdotes of 
Painting in England. He was 
bubbling with ideas and 
passion about the revolution 
that was sweeping the 
gardening world, when 
William Kent and ‘Capability’ 
Brown were turning gardening 
on its head, destroying a 
precious past and giving, as he 
says, ‘the true model of 
gardening to the world’ 
Walpole tracks the new 
ideas back to John Milton 
and traces the influences, 
writers and practitioners 
who dispatched the ‘insipid 
ingenuities’ of the old style. 
He is candid, critical, poetic, 
funny and infinitely quotable. 


The Gardener’s Magazine, 
conducted by JC Loudon. 
Annual volumes 1826-1843 
Loudon was the founder of 
garden journalism, a man of 
prodigious industry who, 
despite serious disablement, 
wrote the great garden 
encyclopedias that introduced 
the Victorian age, coined the 
‘gardenesque’ style and for 

17 years ‘conducted’ the first 
serious gardening magazine. I 
can dip into these leather-bound 
volumes anywhere and find that, 
while names and tastes change, 
gardeners’ preoccupations 
remain much the same. Loudon 
had correspondents in Australia, 
Italy, Russia... everywhere 
gardeners practised. Loudon 
was never afraid to criticise, or 
to preach, but when on a wintry 
day I want inspiration for Trad’s 
Diary he can always provide it. 


The Alpine Flora by 

Henry Correvon and 
Philippe Robert (1911) 
Correvon was the great Alpine 
botanist of the early 20th 
century. His genius was not just 
in his vast knowledge of the 
Alps, their geology and terroirs 
and the needs of their plants, 
it lay in choosing as his 
illustrator a master of Art 
Deco design. Philippe Robert’s 
plates (left) are botanically 
perfect and graphically 
inspired; masterpieces of 

their period and as far as 

I know unique. I took this 
book to the Alps in June and 
found myself identifying 

and appreciating the tiny gems 
with a new and clearer eye. 
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books special 


Our favourite books of 2014 


A small selection of the books the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED team 
has reviewed and loved over the past year 


Seven Flowers 
awe. ‘+ And How They 
Sater Shaped Our World 
ar lowe a) by Jennifer Potter. 
And How 


‘Potter's cultural journey 
leads her from foot-binding 
in China... to the sexual 
rituals of the Minoans: Review by Ambra 
Edwards. Atlantic Books, £25 — offer price 
£23. ISBN 978-0857891648. 


They Shaped 
“ Oar World a? 


JENNIE POTTER 


The Cut Flower Patch: 
Grow your own cut 
flowers all year round 
by Louise Curley, 
photography by 

Jason Ingram. 

‘A book that makes the 
whole subject accessible’ Review by Stephanie 
Donaldson. Frances Lincoln, £20 — offer 
price £18. ISBN 978-0711234758. 


Vita Sackville-West’s 
Sissinghurst 

by Vita Sackville-West 
and Sarah Raven. 

‘Sarah largely allows 
[Vita] to speak for herself. 
Neither woman you 
suspect would suffer fools gladly’ Review by 
Jodie Jones. Virago, £30 — offer price £27. 
ISBN 978-1844088966. 


Sissinghurst 


ee The Creative Shrub 
Garden 

by Andy MclIndoe. 

‘A realistic and 


The C reative 
Shrub Garden 


good-value book 
for when planting 
: inspiration eludes: 
Review by Rosemary Alexander. 

Timber Press, £20 — offer price £18.50. 
ISBN 978-1604694345. 


A Gardener’s Guide 
to Snowdrops 

by Freda Cox. 

‘Freda Cox is a botanical 
artist as well as a 
gardener and her 
drawings of snowdrops 
are clear and useful’ Review by Mary Keen. 
The Crowood Press, £35 — offer price £32. 
ISBN 978-1847974754. 


The Land Where Lemons 
Grow: The Story of Italy 
and its Citrus Fruit 

by Helena Attlee. ‘My much 
scribbled-in proof will reside 
next to Anna Pavord's The 
Naming of Names, which it 
matches in scope and interest’ Review by 
Tania Compton. Particular Books, £20 — 
offer price £18. ISBN 978-1846144301. 


The New Sylva 

by Gabriel Hemery and 
Sarah Simblet. 

‘An expensive but 
beautifully produced 
book that can be 
enjoyed on several 
levels’ Review by Dr Phil Gates. 

Bloomsbury, £50 — offer price £45. 

ISBN 978-1408835449. 


Teresa Moller: 
Unveiling the 
Landscape 


photography by Chloe 
Humphreys. ‘I’m left 
inspired by the poetry of 
Teresa's work, eager to know more? Review by 
Thomas Gooch. Hatje Cantz, £94.38 — offer 
price £90. ISBN 978-3775736978. 


edited by Claudia Pertuzé, 


Edible Cities 

by Judith Anger, Immo 
Fiebrig and Martin 
Schnyder. ‘A truly 
alternative look at low- 


WOIE Cites 


impact gardening... mixed 
with a little philosophy... 
and a recipe for sourdough bread: Review by 
Alys Fowler. Permanent, £14.95 — offer price 
£13.50. ISBN 978-1856231374. 


The Know 
Maintenance 
Perennial Garden 

by Roy Diblik. 

‘The common-sense 
approach should make 
this a much-used 


reference. Review by Rosemary Alexander. 
Timber Press, £14.99 — offer price £13.49. 
ISBN 978-1604693348. 


Gardening Myths 

and Misconceptions 
(Wise Words) 

by Charles Dowding. 

‘The point of the book is 
to encourage an inquisitive 
experimental attitude in 
readers’ Review by Rory Dusoir. 

Green Books, £9.99 — offer price £9.50. 
ISBN 978-0857842046. 


The Gardener's 
Garden 

by Madison Cox et al. 
‘Once your eyes are 
drawn to the gardens on 
these pages, your feet 
will soon want to follow: 


Review by Paula McWaters. 
Phaidon Press, £49.95 — offer price £48. 
ISBN 978-0714867472. 


Book offer details 


Most of the books we feature each month in the review pages 

of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED are available to readers at special rates. 

For details of book offers, arranged in association with EFC Bookshop, 
call 01872 562318 or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 
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Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and men- 
tioned in the magazine (excluding Hugh Johnson's choice of books in this month's 
books special), are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, 
call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable to 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Bookshop, PO Box 200, 
Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4W4J. Free delivery within UK. Worldwide delivery available 
with p&p calculated per order, please call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate 
Media Company is the data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book 
orders are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 


www.alitags.com 


Aluminium Labels with special surface 


Annual labelling is a thing of the past with 
Alitags. Simply write on Alitags aluminium 
labels with Alitags or HB pencil. The pencil 
will react with our specially made 
aluminium tags and become permanent. 
Alitags labels can also be punched with 
Alitags character punches & 
jig. Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels are also 
available. 


Copper tags, Character Punches and Jig 
The character punches are used individually 
as required to produce the plant names, each 
letter punch is tapped into the surface leaving 
a lasting impression which provide a 
professional, truly permanent, resilient and 
clear label. Character punches can also be 
used with the aluminium tags. 
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Bamboo Labels 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, Much 
Hadham, Hertfordshire $SG10 6ER, 
United Kingdom. Tel 01279 842685 
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COLLECTION 


www.thebronzecollection.com 


Andrew Crace 
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Hatfield 4 Seater painted smoke Green 


Made in England 3S Made from lroko or Oak 


www.andrewcrace.com 


Christmas crossword 
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ACROSS 

1 Gardener/GQT panellist shows large 
heads of good scabious (5) 

4 Crab apple genus transforms a slum 
(5) 

7 Sort a pot out for main parts of carrots 
(8) 

11 Unkempt, like the petals of 37/42 (8) 

12 Put in the ground — the present season 
hasn't started! (5) 

13 Fallen leaves rubbish? (6) 

14 Eve, who was at the forefront of the 
organic movement — laudably for 
changing (4,7) 

16 Common name for Eryngium plant — 
the main item of Christmas decoration! 
(3,5) 

17 Remove unwanted plant growth — into 
hut, perhaps? (4,3) 

18 One of UK's most invasive plants, Kew 
noted sadly (8) 

20 See33 down 

22 Don't make too much of these spoilers 
of lawns! (9) 

24 ~~ Galanthophiles love these white 
flowering bulbs (9) 

26 Common broom is Cytisus ___ - awfully 
spacious, right inside (9) 

29 = Cucurbits — C-crumbs! EU getting 
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agitated! (9) 
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Solve our festive puzzle for gardeners and you 
could win a magnum of champagne 


cl El 


5 Flower garland, from part of 
honeysuckle inflorescence (3) 


6 Thoroughly soaks new USA 


taters (9) 

7 Another name for vetches — aster, 
perhaps (5) 

8 Reduced tree’s crown growth (9) 

9 Some mangetout do ordinarily in the 
open air (7) 

10 Lattice-work supports for 
climbers (9) 


Fraxinus ___, the flowering ash, knocks 
top off dogwood genus! (5) 


19 A Bergenia with purple/burgundy 
foliage - Beethoven's symphonic 
tribute to Napoleon? (6) 


21 Britain's ancient name for a sweet 
white-skinned parsnip! (6) 

23 Middle of bloom is a 
convenience (3) 

25 Mineral rock in arboretum (3) 

26 ~~ Hybrid hellebore associated with 
dwarfs (4,5) 

27 Sounds like a great many intended 
ground for spare-time cultivation (9) 

28 ____scabious that’s a bellflower not a 
scabious — this beeps, possibly (6-3) 

29 ~~ Scottish smallholding (5) 

30 _—~ Plants for pond edge or bog gardens 
(9) 

31 Sort of upright shrubs — flags, maybe? 
(9) 

33/20 Common name for Viburnum opulus, 
sadly, eludes Roger (7,4) 

36 Abominable fellow raised after a fall 

winter? (7) 

Campion with deeply divided petals — 

scruffy Christmas card regular? (6,5) 

39 ~—_ Reduce eg garden waste right inside 
wooden hut (5) 


43 ~~ Hazel's fruit — from upturned 
cask (3) 
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32 James, ethno-botanist, TV presenter 
and five-times RHS medal-winner — 
incorrect, not right! (4) 


34  Guinevere'’s favourite first name for 
‘Capability’ Brown (8) 


35 Part of a snowflake — but not 
a Leucojum! (7) 


38 Floral decorations from earth mixed 
in empty wheelbarrows (7) 


Got mail drop about Calendula 
officinalis (3,8) 


41 Sieve that's a puzzle (6) 
42  See37down 


Trumpet-shaped narcissus and 
a Cumbrian lake (8) 


45 —_ Liked sawtoothed leaves — red aster, 
maybe (8) 
46 = Carried part of potato — Ted's (5) 


47 Submerges plant container in pond? 
Useful kitchen garden containers! (5) 


SOLUTIONS WILL BE PRINTED 
IN THE FEBRUARY ISSUE 


NOVEMBER'S SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS 1 Spinach 5 Reseda 9 Glos 
10 Lotus 11 Urge 12 Carrot 14 Elliptic 
15 Currant 16 Sawfly 18 Floret 
20/26 Compost heap 22 Espalier 
24 Dry rot 27 Tsuga 28 Oval 

29 Fleece 30 Ash-keys. 


DOWN 2 Pilea 3 NGS 4 Colutea 

5 Rustles 6 Stump 7 Dog violet 

8 Streptocarpus 13 Rarer 15 Cold 
spell 17 Woody 19 Thistle 21 Medlars 
23 Apple 25 Ovary 28 Oak. 


DOWN 
1 Little Holy Land town's form of 
16 across (9) 
2 The ‘stinking iris’ dad long destroyed (7) 
3 Shrub in Artemisia genus makes wise CHAMPAGNE 
man'sbroom (9) TAITTINGER 
4 Short-lived insect... might 5 
take wing (6) Retna 


eterna 


ON 


A stunning range of necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings, brooches and scarf rings. 

e Vintage style enamels 

e Semi-precious gemstones 

e Freshwater pearls 

e Swarovski crystals 

e On-trend metallics 

e Pierced and clip-on earrings 

e No quibble free returns service 


Regal 
South Sea shell pearls. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £12 


|B | Everlasting 
Swarovski crystals in 4 colours. 
Necklace: £38 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £25 


Panache 
Matching necklace, bracelet and 
earrings. 
Necklace: £38 
Bracelet: £28 
Clip-on Earrings: £25 


D | Coral Reef 
Natural coral. 
Necklace: £45 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


|e | Exquisite 
Aurora Borealis Austrian Crystals. 
Necklace: £30 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


Eldorado 
Also available in rose gold and silver. 
Necklace: £25 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


G | Laurel Leaves 
Mother of Pearl Shell. 
Necklace: £48 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £18 


| H | Adorn 


South Sea shell pearls. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


* Excluding P&P. 
Not valid with any other offer. 


ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOGUE TODAY! 


¥ Call 03453 707071 | www.eternalcollection.co.uk 


& Eternal House, Wades Bridge Road, Old Bridge of Tilt, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH18 5TZ 


XI 
cy SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
at HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8 — 2m high Beech in produc Instant maturity 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge — the only true Instant Hedge 


ms aig YS 
Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 
Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: December 2013 
to November 2014 
issues are available. 


GARDENSJGARDENS 


ILE USTRAY 


ILEOSTRATEOD 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES | 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 


0844 8440253 +441795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

L] uK- £440 per copy [1 uk- £5.50 per copy 
[_]eu-£5.20 per copy L]EU-£6.50 per copy 

[_] Rest of world - £6 per copy L_] Rest of world - £7.50 per copy 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
[]UK-£750 each [_] UK - £9.50 each 
L]EU-£8.50 each L] EU- £10.75 each 

[_] Rest of world - £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


LTlenclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for & 


1! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa Mastercard L] Maestro L] 


HOO HOW DOU OU 
Expiry date L] L_| |_| L] Issue no. (Maestro only) L] L] 


SIS ALINE genera eee en neo ener Sey Date ee eee 
Title Forename 

Surname 

Address 


Stockists 


FROM CHRISTMAS GIFTS (P16-21) AND MAKING AN ENTRANCE (P42-47) 
Aigle +33 180 0515 40, aigle.com 

Bettys 0845 600 1919, bettys.co.uk 

Birkenstock 0800 132 194, birkenstock.co.uk 

Black Country Metalworks 0800 6888 8386, blackcountrymetalworks.co.uk 
Burgon & Ball 0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 

Carrier Company 01328 820699, carriercompany.co.uk 

Celtic & Co 0844 557 8877, celticandco.co.uk 

Crocus 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 

Dibor 0800 408 0660, dibor.co.uk 

Garden Trading 0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk 

Harrod Horticultural 0845 402 5300, harrodhorticultural.com 
Implementations 0845 330 3148, implementations.co.uk 

Lakeland 015394 88100, lakeland.co.uk 

Mesh Direct 01782 820970, meshdirect.co.uk 

Niwaki 0345 474 1041, niwaki.com 

Nkuku 01803 866847, nkuku.com 

Nordic House 01872 223220, nordichouse.co.uk 

The Oak and Rope Company 01227 469413, theoakandropecompany.co.uk 
Pentreath & Hall 020 7430 2526, pentreath-hall.com 

Plant Belles 01363 845514, plantbelleshop.co.uk 

The Posh Shed Company 01544 387101, theposhshedcompany.co.uk 

Rays Florist 0800 037 2025, raysflorist.co.uk 

RE 01434 634567, re-foundobjects.com 

Rowen & Wren 01932 847538, rowenandwren.co.uk 

Salcombe Trading 01225 334281 / 01548 842979, salcombetrading.co.uk 
Sneeboer +31 228 511 365, sneeboer.com 

Webury 0800 083 6418, webury.com 


TERMS & CONDITIONS FOR CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD COMPETITION, P102 


Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Entrants must be UK residents 
aged 18 years or older, excluding the Promoter's employees. By entering, you agree to 

be bound by all the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person allowed. No 
responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. Closing date for 
entries is noon on 15 January 2015. One winning entry will be chosen at random from all 
eligible entries. Winner will be notified by 26 January 2015. The draw is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into. For details of the winners send an SAE to Immediate 
Media Company Bristol, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN within two months 
of the closing date. If any winner is unable to be contacted within one month of the closing 
date, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner-up. Promoter reserves the right to 
substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. 
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Christmas gift guide 


Choose from this selection of inspiring gifts to delight your loved ones at this festive time of year 


1 ARTISAN PLANT SUPPORTS 


A range of handcrafted plant supports and 
obelisks designed to provide architectural 
structure within the garden while also 
complementing and enhancing the plant’s 
features. All our ranges have a choice of finishes 
— rusted, galvanised or powder coated. 

Call or email for a copy of our brochure. 

TEL 01538 753128 WEB artisanplantsupports.co.uk 


2 KEDRON PET AND GARDEN 


Beautifully crafted bird feeders and boxes, 
handmade from FSC-certified Northern 
European silver birch wood-the perfect gift for 
garden or nature lovers. Each item is attractively 
packaged in printed natural board boxes, with 
prices from £17.95 to £19.95. For these and other 
unique gift ideas for garden, pet and home, 
please visit our website. 

WEB kedronnaturalproducts.co.uk 


3 RACHEL CARTER SCULPTURE 


Rachel Carter creates sculptural pieces for the 
home and garden in copper, cast bronze and 
willow, using a range of hand weaving techniques 
ensures that every creation is a unique, one-off 
piece that can only be woven by Rachel. 

TEL 07957 432296 WEB rachelcarter.co.uk 


4 GARDEN DIVAS 


Visit Garden Divas for a fabulous selection of 
Christmas Gifts for women gardeners. Laura Ashley 
is just one of the brands included in their extensive 
collection of stylish gifts, tools, gloves and accessories. 
Perfect presents for the gardener you love. 

TEL 01462 421836 WEB gardendivas.co.uk 


5 BACKDOORSHOES® 


A perfect gift for garden lovers. Backdoorshoes® 5 6 
are lightweight, comfortable, waterproof and have 
removable, washable insoles. Great for when you 
need to nip outside and tend to the garden. There 
are over 20 unique designs for Men and Ladies. 
Sizes range from 3-13 and are £20 a pair. 

WEB backdoorshoes.co.uk (to order online). 


6 CARPET BAGS UK 


A long-established cottage industry based in 
East Anglia with dedicated crafts people who 
have set out to provide the finest quality and 
widest range of carpet bags available today. 
There are many styles and patterns in strong, 
lightweight, hardwearing carpet to choose from; 
for yourself, or for that special and unusual gift. 
WEB carpetbags.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


7 FELCO 


Felco’s new 4Cut & Hold makes the perfect gift 
for any flower lover. The new flower-pruning 
shear’s special device, which is screwed to the 
blade, holds the flower stem after cutting to avoid 
the flower being damaged by falling. £59.99. 

TEL 0116 234 4646 WEB felco.com 


8 NATURE'S JEWELLERY 


Nature picked and preserved to last forever. 
Nature's Jewellery produces unique sterling 
silver jewellery cast from natural items. The 
perfect gift for any nature lover. Special 
offer15% discount, use code GIW14 before 
31 December 2014. 

TEL 01237 870837 WEB naturesjewellery.com 


9 LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 


Leander’s Tall Cone supports for sweet peas, roses 
and clematis make wonderful Christmas presents. 
During the festive season they can also be decorated 
with garden lights to create a stunning feature or 

to light up a drive or pathway. For these and many 
other beautiful designs in rusted iron visit our 
website or phone for a brochure. 

TEL 01773 550495 WEB leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


10 CRANBORNE ANTIQUES 


Cranborne Antiques offers a comprehensive 
selection of unusual antique and vintage garden 
tools and garden-related items that make 
practical gifts for the keen gardener or for those 
looking for decorative additions to their garden. 
TEL 07785 336574 WEB cranborneantiques.co.uk 


11 TREE TWIST 


With every scarf you buy, a tree will be planted 
on your behalf by Trees for Life. So, with 

the scarf designed by Tait & Style and a tree 
growing forever, you do not need to sacrifice 
style for the sake of the environment. 
TELO870 142 0388 WEB treetwist.co.uk 


12 PERILLA 


Keep toes cosy in Perilla’s 90% alpaca bed socks 
in a gorgeous palette of colours from undyed 
and natural tones shown here to bright purple, 
raspberry and red. Bespoke gift box options are 
available for family and friends. 

TEL 01886 853615 WEB perilla.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Christmas gift guide 


13 THE OWL BOX 


The Barn Owl Nest Box with Shelf is our most 
popular box; it cost £62.50 plus postage. The 
Owl Box also offers boxes for tawny owl, little 
owl, garden birds, bats, dormouse etc. with all 
profits going to the rehabilitation of wildlife. 
TEL 01248 421091 WEB theowlbox.co.uk 


14 GARDENS2YOU 


Gardens2you offers this unique heart-shaped 
bird feeder for the garden. Ideal to hang in trees 
or around your outdoor space to feed the birds, 
and makes a wonderful gift idea at only £14.99 
with free delivery, plus quote or use the code 
“Love33’ for 10% discount. 

TEL 01933 278857 WEB gardens2you.co.uk 


15 GARDENATURE 


Watch in the comfort of your home the simple 
and effective way to create your very own wildlife 
TV channel with this high-quality Cedar Nest box 
with camera. Ready assembled, easy to set up and 
fun for all the family. Quote XmasGI. 

TEL 01473 327775 WEB gardenature.co.uk 


16 WILSTONE HOUSE 
AND GARDENS 


KADAI FIREBOWL — Winter Offer. 

Recycled 70cm Kadai with Grills, Tongs, 

High and Low Stands, Cooking Tripod, 36cm 
Cooking Bowl, Leather Glove all delivered free 
for £298. A fantastic Christmas present for 
any man, ideal for all-year-round barbecuing, 
entertaining and keeping warm. 

TEL 01694 .751283/279 WEB kadai.com 


17 SHOEGARDEN 


Shoegarden is the home of Haflinger slippers 
and clogs. You can find the widest range of 
pure wool slippers and felt clogs in a variety of 
colours and styles for both men and women. 
The robust rubber sole makes them great for 
around your house and garden. Buy online with 
£5 OFF use code: GARDEN at the checkout. 
TEL 01223 244400 WEB shoegarden.co.uk 


18 BRITISH BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 


Give the gift of armchair beekeeping and help save 
the honey bee. Receive a delightful welcome pack of 
bee goodies from the British Beekeepers Association 
and three award-winning newsletters a year with a 
subscription to Adopt a Beehive for £30 plus p&p. 
TEL 0845 680 7038 WEB adoptabeehive.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Winter wonder 


Discover the beauty of winter and visit this stunning array 


of gardens, nurseries and arboretums 


1 THORNHAYES NURSERY 


Quality Trees from Devon 

is the motto here and not 
without justification. A family 
business offering an extensive 
range of ornamental and fruit 
trees, shrubs and hedging, 
surrounded by an arboretum, [hye 
garden and orchards. Qualified [RyAiam 
staff always available to offer 
guidance and advice. 


ADDRESS St Andrews Wood, 
Dulford, Cullompton, Devon 
EX15 2DF 

TEL 01884 266746 

WEB thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Garden. At over 4 acres in size, 
it’s one of the biggest in Europe. 
Look out for the coloured stems 
of the dogwoods, the shades of 
green, grey, blue and yellow of 
various conifers and the amazing 
fragrant blooms of daphne, 
chimonanthus, viburnum and 
witch hazels, which you will 
probably smell before you see. 


ADDRESS Jermyns Lane, 
Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA 
TEL 01794 369318 

WEB hilliergardens.org.uk 


3 HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 


Wrap up warm and enjoy a walk under the stars to witness the 
enchantment of the castle and gardens festooned with fabulous colours 
and twinkling lights, to leave you captivated by the spirit of Christmas. 
Enjoy the Twilight Magic of Christmas Past — 18, 19 & 23 December 
(evenings). Pre-booking is essential. 

ADDRESS Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG 

TEL 01732 865224 WEB hevercastle.co.uk 


4 TRENTHAM GARDENS 


The beauty of defoliated stems and sun-bleached seedheads enhances 
the vast perennial planting and formal architecture of the Italian 
Gardens. Enjoy a bracing lakeside walk, followed by seasonal shopping 
in the adjacent village. 

ADDRESS Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 8JG 

TEL 01782 646646 WEB trentham.co.uk 


5 WEASDALE NURSERIES 


These 50-acre nurseries in Cumbria’s Howgill Fells have evolved into 
something of an arboretum over the past 64 years. Over 1,000 different 
hardy trees and shrubs are grown here for mail-order despatch 
throughout the UK and EU from November—April. Wonderful, info- 
packed catalogue on request. 

ADDRESS Newbiggin on Lune, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4LX 
TEL 01539 623246 WEB weasdale.com 


Marketplace To advertise call Sally Overton on O117 314 7413 


PRINTING PLANTERS PLANT SUPPORTS 


Q OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


CELIA SMITH 


WIRE BIRD KIT 


Specialist manufacturers of British 
handcrafted internal and external 
Planters and Furniture. 
Available in: Oak, Iroko or Accoya; 
painted in your choice of colour. 


We also offer a bespoke design 
and build service 
Visit our news page to view our 
Chirstmas gifts. 
For more information 
email info@ oxfordplanters.co.uk or 
call 01608 683022 
All products manufactured in the 
Cotswolds using sustainable timber. 


Includes tools, - 
wire & illustrated 


instructions by 
Celia Smith 
Approx completed dimensions 


17 x12 x7cm 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


This superb kit is a collaboration between Twenty Twenty Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
Gallery and contemporary artist Celia Smith. It contains WOOTTENS roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


all you need to create a stunning wire bird sculpture. 


of WENHASTON www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
www.woottensplants.com Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 01502 478258 
Plant Specialists 
for 25 Years 


SCULPTURES 


TEXTILES 


Botanic Tile Workshop 


AT TACTILE STUDIO 


Baobab Trading Co. 


Reclaimed Metal Sculptures - Fairly Traded 


Affordable Art for Your Garden ! 


sxomaateatens co A Botanic Tile Workshop offers the chance for you to create your very own original tiles in 
the style of artist Rachel Dein. Rachel will take you through her unique process of capturing 
flowers and foliage in plaster and help you produce your very own works of art at her studio in 
North London. Each participant will take home two 12cm square tiles in gift boxes. 


Gift Certificates for Rachel’s workshops are also available. 


We eos 


View our catalogue on-line or call us for postal one. 
Prices range from £10 - £500. Free UK Delivery. 


www.baobabtrading.co.uk Tel: 01728 861889 


For more information about booking and prices, please go to: 
tactilestudio.co.uk/workshop or call 07986 821 559 


Marketplace 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 


ARDEN BUILDINGS 


AUTHORS 


Please submit synopsis 
plus 3 sample chapters 
for consideration to: 


SUBMISSIONS AND 
SAMPLES WELCOMED. 
ALL WORK CONSIDERED, 
NO AGENT REQUIRED. 


ee 


Olympia Publishers 
60 Cannon St, 
London, EC4N 6NP 


www.olympiapublishers.com 
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AUSTIN MACAULEY 


CGC-33-01, 25 Canada Square 
Canary Wharf, London, E14 SLQ 
Tel: 0207 038 8212 
www.austinmacauley.com 
mail@austinmacauley.com 
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TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH A LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6568 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 


T’s & C's apply. 


Greenhouses designed... 


dovetailgreenhouses.co.uk 
Call: 0121 311 2900 


dovetail 
greenhouses 


Traditional Dutch Light Timber Glasshouses 


7. . Standard & Bespoke 
«= Woodpecker Joinery (ux) 1a "Made to Order 


AN “Putting the wood - - 


oe back into Greenhouses” 
i of High Quality 
Z S British Hand Made 
~» Cedar Greenhouses, 
- Garden Buildings 
and Coldframes. 


Nira uae Cleft oak fencing and gates for gardens large and small. 


< 


Peritys 
Bonn Lane, Wisbech, Cambs, PE13 SQ 
Tel & Fax: O1945 410471 
www. peritys.co.uk 


GREENHOUSES 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Hand crafted from English oak in the Home Counties, 
shipped nationwide and abroad. 


07813 760763 


For more information 


Set ee enquiries @cleftwood.com 
Call: 01889 562 610 Visit: www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk | 


COTTAGES 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


GARDENS 


DEUS dR AED! 


0800 083 9631 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


HEDGING AND YOUNG TREES 


Per10 50 Per10 50 
Alder, Common 4-5ft transplants...£14.90 £69 Holly, Green 1-1'/2ft pot grown......£27.90 £132 
Beech, Green 2-3ft transplanted .....£8.90 £39 Hornbeam 2-3ft tranplanted . 
Beech, Green 3-4ft transplanted ...£13.90 £64 Hornbeam 3-4ft tranplanted . 
Beech, Purple 1-1'/2ft seedlings....£10.90 £49 Horse Friendly Hedging 2-3ft t 
Beech, Purple 2-3ft transplants.....£22.90 £106 Larch 2-3ft transplanted... 
Berberis darwinii 8-12ins pot g Laurel 1-1 /2ft bare root... 
Blackthorn 2-3ft seedlings... Mixed Native Hedging 2-3ft tr. 
Box, Common 6-8ins trans. .. Norway Spruce 12-18ins trans. 
Cotoneaster franchetii 16-24” t Privet, Golden 1-1/2ft trans. 
Dog Rose 2-3ft transplanted. Privet, Green 2-3ft bare root 
Dogwood 2-3ft transplanted. 
Elaeagnus ebbingei 8-12” pg.. 
Field Maple 2-3ft transplanted... 
Guelder Rose 16-24ins seedling 


MALVERN COPPICING 


www.islandcottageholidays.com 


Hazel 2-3ft transplanted......seee£7.! Yew, English 8-12ins trans. .........2+ £17.50 
Carriage, except Scottish Highlands and Islands- add £8.95 
Visit our web site - www.hedging.co.uk 
or request a FREE COLOUR BROCHURE listing many other sizes, plants and sundries. 
Please check on availability if collecting from the Garden Centre. Open 7 days a week. 


BUCKINGHAM NURSERIES 


57 Tingewick Road, Buckingham, MK18 4AE. 
Tel. 01280 822133 Fax 01280 815491 E-mail info@hedging.co.uk 


Rustic timber gazebos, fencing, 
garden structures and more from 
our sustainably managed 
local woodlands. 


MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK 
TEL. 01684 574865 
MOB. 07946169123 


GARDENS 


IPE LOPS TO 1 FCI Leon) 


WHEN ALL THE PRESENTS 
HAVE BEEN OPENED... 
CHILDREN WILL STILL HAVE 
AQUILA MAGAZINE 

TO KEEP THEM ENTERTAINED 
THE WHOLE YEAR LONG! 
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AQUILA is perfect for inquisitive 

8 — 12 year-olds who like to ask 
questions. Using a fun mix of science, 
arts and general knowledge this 
unique publication will capture their 
interest and offer friendly 
companionship as they learn about 
the world and how things work. 


Recommended by parents and 
teachers worldwide, AQUILA will 
also nudge children’s awareness in 
the right direction with thought- 
provoking articles that sometimes 
include elements of philosophy, 
health and well-being. 
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Storytellers: the December 
issue features Hans Christian 
Andersen, the Story Museum and 
the heart-warming tale of the 
Christmas truce of 1914. 
Including: Seasonal facts and fun, 


if Exciting new topic every month 


f Encourages reading and writing 


uv Nourishes bright minds 


THE 
CHRISTMAS 
GIFT PACKAGE 


12 inspiring monthly 
) issues starting with 
the December issue. 


Posts out from 1st December, in 

a festive envelope, stamped 

‘Open on 25th December’. Includes 
a warm welcome from AQUILA 
and your gift message. 


www.aquila.co.uk 
Tel: 01323 431313 


\ ACK DEAT H? 


Purchaser's Name 
Address 


Postcode 
Phone number . 


Please send AQUILA to 
Child’s name . 
Address (if different) 


Postcode 


[_] start asap [_] xmas git [_] Birthday Gift: 


Child's birthday date 
Gift message (20 words max) 


crafts and puzzles. 


Coming up: Robots, The Story of 
Horses, The French Revolution, 
The Science of Humour. 


Nurture a love of 
learning that will last 
children a lifetime. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


You will not find AQUILA 
at the shops. 


Full refund if not delighted. 


. £45 Annual subscription 
. Europe £50 Rest of World £59 


; C] | enclose a cheque made payable to Aquila 


(Name and address on the reverse, please.) 
C] Please charge my Mastercard / Visa / Maestro 
Expiry date /__ 


Post back to: AQUILA, 67A Willowfield Road, 
Eastbourne, BN22 8AP 


Security code 
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ILLUSTRATED 


JANUARY ISSUE 


- The stunning garden at 
Stavordale Priory in Somerset 
* Irresistible hardy orchids to grow 
- Fabulous gardens from around the 
world — France, California and Japan 
- Plant and design trends for 2015 
* History of women in garden design 
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ON SALE 19 DECEMBER 
Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 


and Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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the writer's plot 


Lost for words 


Is the chance to speak at the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Festival in April an offer Frank can refuse? 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


or some unfathomable 
} reason people imagine 

that if you can write 
you can talk. Or worse, 
they think that because you 
are engaged in a solitary 
profession like writing you 
would be glad to the point 
of gratitude to be invited 
out of your lair to stand ona 
podium and address strangers. 
People are always telling other 
people that it is good for 
their characters to be evicted 
from their comfort zone. We 
spend the best years of our life 
searching for a comfort zone 
and battling our way into it 
and building walls and hedges 
around it, only to be told it 
is somehow immoral of us 
to want to stay there. 

So, normally, were I asked 
to come and give a little talk 
to the loyal readership I'd 
have trotted out a transparent 


excuse and carried on uninterrupted with the blissful navel-gazing 
to which my life had become perfected. Sometimes the powers that 
nag succeed in hauling me on to a stage for literary reasons, but that 
is because it is in the contract and there’s no getting out of it, and it 
often involves no more than reading an excerpt of your novel in an 
Edinburgh bookshop to two elderly ladies with dead animals draped 
round their necks who are only there for the free glass of wine. 

And literature, unlike horticulture, doesn’t actually require you 
to know anything. You make stuff up and when people ask you 


questions about it you make up the answers. You don’t 
even have to be amusing or properly dressed, or sober 
for that matter. All people really want to know is how 
autobiographical your work is, and you are not expected 
to be candid in answering that either. Which makes 

it clear that being exhibited as a literary specimen fits 
perfectly within my comfort zone. 

Giving a talk to you gardening lot, on the other 
hand, fills me with terror. Horticulture is a science and 
an art and a craft in which I am utterly untrained. I am 
completely in awe of the professionals who actually know 
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Literature, unlike horticulture, doesn’t actually 
require you to know anything 


Frank Ronan is 
a novelist who 
gardens in both 
the UK and USA. 


what they are doing. If this 
column has any merit at all, 
it can only be that it makes 
some attempt to explain 
what is to be an amateur: 
loving plants and gardening 
and often getting it wrong 
and sometimes learning 
by mistakes. 

This year, in a 
moment of insane 
inattention, I agreed to give 
some illustrated talks to a 
gardening society in Seattle. 
Row upon row upon row 
they sat, paying polite 
attention — some even 
taking notes. There were 
people in the audience, 
I realised in rising panic, 
who were the greatest 
living experts in their 
field, and they had paid 
good money to hear an 
obscure Irish novelist 
ramble on about a few 


self-sown orchids. After the second talk three people came forward 
to assure me in confidence that they would have been the only 
person present not offended by what I had said. Somehow I got 
through it and vowed that I would never do it again. 

Some of you may have noticed that GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is 
hosting a festival in Malmesbury in April, and the more astute of 
you will have spotted that I am among the otherwise illustrious 
line-up and you will, by now, be wondering why my vow went 
out the window so quickly. I confess that I accepted because it 


would bring me home in April after a long winter 

in California. I will have missed the hellebores and 
snowdrops and the first crocuses and the hard crunchy 
frosts and the short low sun through bare trees. A 
winter in the warm is no hardship, I know, but those 
things have become part of my comfort zone and 

I will have missed them. I cannot willingly miss 
spending some of April and May in Worcestershire, 
and facing my garden-lecturing demons is a small 
price to pay. I promise to do my best to say something 
interesting in return, and look forward to meeting you. 


Something Special for yea ree 


Superior Deerskin Gardening Gloves by GOLD LEAF 
and Your Feet 
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The Boot by GOLD LEAF 


e Stylish Comfortable BwWarm %® Durable 


Telephone: +44 (0)23 8040 2025 * Website: www.goldleaf-gloves.com 


HARTLEY “fff BOTANIC 
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For our call or click 
hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: Gl 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN 52 p 


* When you buy any Hartley Botanic greenhouse. Offers are available on selected models, for a limited period only. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Free delivery to UK mainland. 


